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FOREWORD 


Three Churches 
Three Centuries 
Three Names 

Three Parsonages 


The “Parsippany Presbyterian Church” has also been known 
as “The Second Presbyterian Congregation of Hanover,” and 
“The Parish of Parsippany.” 

The Church was organized in the middle of the eighteenth 
century, 1755; progressed through the nineteenth century; and is 
continuing in the present twentieth century—1955. 

Two of the church buildings were in the “Parsippany Burying 
ground;” the third and present Church was built on “‘Paddle- 
ford Hill.” 

The first Parsonage was located on the corner of what now 
is known as Route 46 and Littleton Road; the second Parsonage 
was located on the corner of what is known as Route 46 and 
Baldwin Road; the third, the present Parsonage was built on 
what was known as “Paddleford Hill.” 


Published 1755 





The Church’s one Foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is His new creation 
By water and the word; 
From heaven He came and sought her 
To be His holy Bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, 
And for her life He died. 
S. S. Wesley 





THE PARSIPPANONG PURCHASE 


I N THE MIDDLE of the 18th Century, we recall that France possessed Canada, Lake 
+ Champlain, Lake George, and the land west of the Appalachian Mountains; and 
that King George II of England ruled the colonies along the eastern seaboard of 
‘America. 
_ Then, it was, here in Parsippany in 1745, “that a parcel of land 2% acres, near the 
Persipaning Brook,” owned by George Bowlby was sold to Icabod Tompkins and 
Simeon Van Winckle, Trustees, “ For the Consideration of Two Pounds Current 
Money of New Jersey, for a place for the erecting a meeting house upon, and for a 
burying place for the use, and service of the people belonging to the religious society 
of people commonly called Presbyterians.” 

This Indenture, quoted in part, “was made Nov. 30, 1745 in the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George II over Great Brittain. It was Signed, Sealed and Delivered 
in the presence of Ebenezer Hayward and Samuel Smith by Gershom Mott, Second \ 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of Morris County.” 
_ This parcel of land has been used as a Burying ground for over two hundred years, 
however, the oldest headstones recorded, were at the grave of “Samuel Michel, son of 
John and Sarah, born 1747, died Aug. 7, 17553” and the grave of “Zachariach 
Baldwin born 1704, died Nov. 17, 1756.” 
Perna’ a 
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THE THREE CHURCHES IN PARSIPPANY 


Tue First MeEetT1nc House 


T HE CONGREGATION of the Parish Church on the Whippanong River, built in 
1718, had so increased, and the building had so deteriorated by 1755, that upon 
advice of Presbytery of New York, that church was disbanded and two new Meeting 
houses were built. One in Hanover, and the other in Parsippany in the burying yard 
purchased from George Bowlby in 1745, for that purpose. This one in Parsippany 
built in 1755 was probably a log structure, very small. Judging from the position of 
the headstones, it was located in the southwestern part of the cemetery near the road. 
The high pulpit windows, and the seats in the galleries of the early church on 
the Whippanong River were given to the Parsippany Church, and the remaining 
furniture to the Hanover Church. The two officers, Deacons John Ball and Joseph 
Tuttle of the early Whippany Church lived in the vicinity of Hanover and became 
members of the Hanover Church. The descendants of Deacon John Ball, who was 
an elder of the early church in 1747 are members of our church today,—Mrs. Wm. 
Farrand (Helen Ball) her son Harold Farrand, a Trustee, and his children, Rebecca 
and Daniel in our Sunday School. 

Mr. and Mrs. Caleb Fairchild also members of that early church became members 
of the Morristown church. However, their grandchildren, became active members of 
our church, as indicated by the Fairchild Memorial Window. 

This small log church was the House of God in the “Parish of Parsippany” for 
about fifteen years, when another church was built on or near the same site. 

The pastors of the first church were Rev. Jacob Green, 1755-1760 and his 
son-in-law Rev. James Tuttle, 1767-1770. During the interim Dr. John Darby, local 
physician and clergyman supplied the pulpit. 


THE SEconp CHuRCH ABoUT 1770-1828 


At this point there is a lapse of church records, however by inference the Second 
Church in Parsippany was built about 1770. It was a plain, two story high building 
without bell or steeple, and it remained unpainted for several years. There were two 
doors and many small windows with 7x9 panes of glass. ‘From its outward appearance 
it could have been designated as anything else than a place of religious worship, except 
for the venerable trees in the front, and the gray tombstones at the side of it, and in 
the rear; 

We are indebted to Mr. Archibald D. Green, who remembered this church of his 
youth with ever growing endearment. Sixty-five years after the building was taken 
down, he drew an exterior and interior view of it, from memory. (See pictures). 
These sketches closely coincide with a map of the “Auction Sale of Pews in 1815.” 

This drab unpretentious church building and the First Parsonage were not com- 
pleted until about 1790. The reason being the Revolutionary War Years. The hard- 
ships and turmoil, the lack of money and the devaluation of the currency were the 
problems of that day. The Army and its commandered, Washington, were quartered 
seven miles away in Morristown. Frequently Washington and the officers were guests 
in the old mansions of the Parish. 
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Exterior Second Meeting House. Erected 1773. (Drawn from memory by Archibald D 
1894, Sixty-five Years after building was taken down.) 
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Green in 


The army was traveling our roads and encamping in our fields. This area was 
under the scrutiny of the enemy for the important iron works and munition factories 
were in our Parish along the Rockaway River, now mostly under the Jersey City 
reservoir. 

The turmoil of living, in supplying comforts and foodstuffs for the army, to 
provide for the stern needs of their households, and the maintainig of their unfin- 
ished church and parsonage, and supporting their beloved pastor, were some of the 
burdens the people of the parish endured. 

They were a church-going people and were regular in attendance. Many had to 
come a long way on the Sabbath to attend the two services. They came in all types 
of vehicles, farm wagons or phaetons, buck-boards or surreys, any sort of oxen or 
horse drawn conveyance was mustered into use, and some arrived in the saddle. 

During the intermission of the services a few of the people would cluster under 
the trees to talk over the affairs of the past week, others would stroll in the burying 
ground, while others would sit in thelr wagon and visit. Where ever they chose to be, 
they regaled their inner-man with the various eatables they had brought in their 
pockets or baskets for their own Sunday lunch, not forgetting the grain and ears of 
corn for the oxen and horses. Having been physically refreshed, they would assemble 
again in the meeting house for prayer, and to attend to the religious ceremony for 
their spiritual guidance. (See Chapter “Cemetery) 

The pastors, who were the spiritual directors in this Second Church, were Rev. 
James Tuttle, Rev. Joseph Grover, Rev. Abner Benedict, Rev. Samuel Phelps and 
the Rev. John Ford, 1816-1829. (Rev. Ford continued to preach in the present 
church until 1857.) 


Names of Pew Holders and Annuities, 1815, in the Second Church Built 
in the Cemetery 


HIGH PULPIT 


Deacons PEws 


1 Daniel Farrand 5.62% 2 Sam’] Thomas 5.00 
15 Peter Righter 16 Benj. Crane 6.00 

3 P. Leonard 6.00 4 Sam’] Lewis 6.00 

17 Abm. Howell 5.00 18 John Tichenor 5.00 
5 Stephen Condit 6.40 6 S. Condit 6.75 

19 George Brinkerhoff 5.00 20 Benj. L. Condit 5.00 
7 Sylvester Halsey 6.00 8 Stephen Cook 6.10 
21 Cabel Tuttle 5.00 22 Aaron Ogden 6.90 

9 Josiah Quinby 5.30 10 Henry Fowler 5.75 
23 Benoni Leonard 5.60 24 Stephen Burnet 6.00 
11 Sam’] Quinby 5.05 12 Ephraim Stiles 5.00 
25 Wm. Shelly 4.35 26 Jeremiah Crane 5.00 
13 David Paddleford 2.00 14 The Sexton Reserved 
27 Mathew Herring 2.00 28 Strangers 
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The Interior of Second Church 


To Lert or THE PupitT PEews 
1 Henry Cobb 30.00 


3 P. Farrand 19.00 


5 Rev. Ford Family 
B. Smith 26.00 


Lert Wat. Pews 
7 H. Smith 30.00 
9 John DeHart 15.00 
11 Johnathan Grimes 15.50 


13 T. Van Winwinkle 7.00 
Door Pew 


rental. 


To Ricut or THE PuLpiT PEews 
2 Samuel Day 26.00 


4 Johnathan Tompkins 18.00 
6 Job Baldwin 6.00 
Thomas Bowlsby 18.00 
Ricut Watt Pews 
8 Samuel F. Howell 26.50 
10 Samuel Howell 18.50 
12 Moses Fairchild 15.00 


14 David Paddleford 3.00 
Door Pew 


Note—The figure before the name is the pew number. The figure after, the pew 


There were double pews each side of the Center aisle. 

No. 1 pew opened on Center aisle, also 3, 5, 7, etc. 

No. 2 pew opened on Center aisle, also 2, 4, 6, etc. 

No. 15 pew opened on narrow aisle, also 17, 19,, etc. 

No. 16 pew opened on narrow aisle, also 18, 20, 22, etc. 

Total value of the pews in the Gallery, $36.21. There is no map of the 
gallery. Total value of pews in the Church, $404.12, for a grand total of 


$440.33. 


Margaret Wilson Baldwin (1772) 


You readers of this tomb 

You soon may hither come 

Tho’ now in health and free from 
pain 

Yet soon with me you may be lain 


Nodiah Thomas (1777) 


Here lies a young man who in his 
tm 

Ran bold adventures for liberty and 
pece 

But now he is gone, and left his 
fraynds behind 

To mourn for him and for their 
follies past. 

Not many years before this date, 

I then rejoiced in youthful state 

But now alone ’tis here I lie 

My friends prepare for you must die. 


Sarah Howell Grover (1781) 
Wife of Pastor Joseph Grover 
“How loved, how valued once, avails 

ye not, 
To home related or by home begot, 
A heap of dust alone remains of thee 
Tis all thou art and all you proud 
shall be.” 


EPiIraPuHs 


Ebenezer Farrand (1807) 


Let truth say more of monarchs tf 
it can, 

Here lies God’s noblest work, An 
Honest Man. 


Dr. Samuel Hartwell (1816) 


Adieu dear friend thy race is run 
Thy sorrows past thy hours done 
Thy weeping widow feels the blow 
That sinks thee in the dust so low. 
The poor thy early loss laments 
The sick in sighs their sorrows vent 
And grieve that skill like thine to 
case 
So soon should perish in the grave. 


Annah Price (1826) 


Here the fond mother by the daug- 
ter lies 

Until the trump of judgment bids 
them rise 

Their dust commingling their hearts 
did rest 

In life together, together now in dust 

And both left hope when their Clay 
mansions fell 

That they together how in Glory 
dwell 


Tue Tuirp Meetinc House — Present Cuurcn, 1828 


March 10, 1828 Parish Meeting ( in brief) 
John Howell, Moderator 
Walter Kirkpatrick, Clerk 

1, Approved a change in name of Parish of Parsippany to Second Presbyterian 
Congregation in Hanover (We were then a part of Hanover Township). 

2. Elected Trustees: Henry Harrison, Tobias Boudinot, Hiram Smith, Jr., 
William Gladson, Stephen Fairchild. 

“The Trustees took oath to support the Constitution of U. S.; the oath of 
allegiance to the government of the State, and to faithfully execute the trust reposed 
in them as Trustees of the Church.” 

3. Voted a subscription paper to be circulated for the purpose of raising $7,000 
for a new Meeting house. Committee appointed Wm. Hennion, Jacob Green, Isaac 
Quinby, James Renton and Samuel Smith. The Church to be built was to be of brick, 
43 feet wide and 60 feet long, with a steeple and a bell and a lecture room in the 
basement. 

May 1, 1828, Trustees meeting 

A report that $7,040.25 had been subscribed. $500.00 the largest amount 
was subscribed by Hiram Smith and sons; the smallest amount was 25 cents. 
May 7, 1828, 4 P.M. Subscribers Meeting—220 Subscribers. 

To choose a site for the new church. Choice — The old site in the Cemetery— 
24 votes. New site, Paddleford Hill—71 votes. New site was purchased for $100.00 
Building Committee—John Mitchell, Benjamin L. Condit, Isaac Quinby, Richard 
Smith, Stephen Fairchild and Walter Kirkpatrick. 

May 14, 1828 

Deed made to Trusttes of Church for Paddleford Hill by David and Jemima 
Paddleford (who made her mark) for the sum of $100.00 Good and lawful money 
of the U. S. 

June 11, 1828 
“Contract made with Moses Dodd and Aaron Marsh of Newark to build church. 

Employment to be given to residents of the Parish when possible, preferably to the 
subscribers to the Fund. To hire men and teams in and about the brick yard and to 
purchase wood to burn thebrick. Size of bricks 9 inches by four inches by two and a 
half inches of suitable quality. Well laid in good time and sand and mortar well 
tempered. Interior to be modeled after the 3rd Church of Newark. 
Walls—to be of brick 
Windows— in church 126 lights of 7x9 glass. 

1 in steeple, 84 lights of 7x9 glass. 

3 in front, 70 lights of 7x9 glass. 

With additional lights in the Gothic heads. 
Roof—Best long cedar shingles. 
Gutter cornices—To be of pine. 
Spire—To have two balls, copper, well gilded, and cross irons for Cardinal points. 
Doors—Double panel in front. Lights over each with polished stone lintels. 
Bell—In cupola, good bell 500 Ibs. to be hung properly. 
Pulpit—Also pews same as 3rd Church in Newark. Pews to have Cherry. coping. 
Walls—All hard finished. 
Wood Work—3 coats of good white lead paint. Blinds and cupola, green. All 
woodwork inside, white. All materials to be of best quality. 
Oct. 8, 1828—New Church enclosed according to Contract. It was dedicated. No 


record of service, except The Ode, written by Rev. Ford. (See Article, “Ode of 
Dedication’’) : 

August 22, 1829—Parish Meeting called to be in Old Meeting House. Trustees 
elected—Stephen Fairchild, Hiram Smith, Jr., Wm. Gladson, Andrew B. Cobb, and 
John O. Condit. All took oath of office. Elected Ashbel Burnet, Chorister and 
Daniel Lyon, Sexton, $26.00. 

Trustees to present measures to dispose of the old Meeting House, when it shall 
no longer be used for a place of worship. 

Committee to make the valuation and appraisment of Pews as soon as the New Meet- 
ing House is completed, Stephen Fairchild, President Ben} amin Condit, Isaac Quimby 
and Tobias Boudinot. The notice of time and sale of Pews in new Meeting House 
to be published twice, and also the Meeting House to be Rededicated. (No record 
of the Rededication). 

October 9, 1829—Sale of Pews for new Meeting House. Sold to the highest bidder. 
The annuity to be 6% on the valuation of Pews. The values were posted. Deeds for 
the Pew were given with the Seal of the Church. 

August 21, 1830—Annual Parish Meeting held at new Meeting House. Plan to 
renovate the Parsonage. Raised Annuities from 6% to 9% of valuation of pews for 
expenses and additional Minister’s salary. No creature other than a sheep or or calf, 
6 months old, to be turned (grazed) in the Burying Ground. 

(The interior of the Church was remodeled in 1859. See Chapter “Rev. Frederick 
Judd.”’) 


ODE OF DEDICATION 
Written by Reo. John Ford 
Thou Great Eternal Three in One, 
Low would we bow before Thy throne, 
And on this solemn, joyful day, 
Bid all the toys of time away. 


We raise our hearts, and lift our eyes, 
And stretch our hands to reach the skies; 
To beg and bring a blessing down; 

Lord, do not answer with a frown. 


But bow Thy heavens; descend, draw near, 
With gracious eye, and gracious ear; 

Yea, and Thy whole blest presence, Lord, 
In richest mercy now afford. 


Obedient to Thy written will,* 

We've sought the mount, and vale, and hill, 
For requisites, wherewith to rear 

A mansion for Thy dwelling here. 


(We thank Thee for the lives preserv’d 
Of all who in this task have served; — 
And to us all such kindness shown, 

E’er since the first foundation stone.) 


This mansion now Thine eyes behold, 
Dearer to us, and Thee, than gold, 
And now like those of ancient days, 
We dedicate it to Thy praise. 
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1 Quinby 65 
Stephen Fairchild 
100.00 
9.00 


Barbara Bowlby 64 
60.00 
3.60 


a a ee 


Wm. Bradford 63 
60.00 
4.20 


Troy Sewing Soc. 62 
Taken for 33 

70.00 

4.20 


Peter Righter 
90.00 
5.40 


Jard Howell 
75.00 
4.80 


Wm. Bradford 59 
$5.00 
5.10 


Stephen Dehart 58 
David Quinby 
55.00 
5.70 


Royal Hopkins 57 
90.00 
5.70 


Samuel Righter 
90.00 
Whee a te 


Henry Harrison 
60.00 
5.40 


Margaret Sergeant 54 
55.00 
5.10 


John DeHart 53 
66.00 
4.80 


D. Tompkins $2 
75.00 
4.50 


Stephen Righter 
85.00 
5.10 


Isaac Quinby 
60.00 
3.60 


Jacob Halloway 
47.00 
2.80 


PLAN OF PEWS ON MAIN FLOOR OF CHURCH 


, re Eamnented 


34 Stephen Cook 
Samuel Howell 
40.00 
7.50 


Josiah Quinby 
100.00 
8.40 


Wm. H. Thomas 
120.00 
9.00 


John Righter 
75.00 
10.00 


Tobias Boudinot 
100.00 
10.80 


Amos Harrison 
100.00 
10.80 


Moses Stiles 
William Stiles 
150.00 
10.80 


Lemuel Cobb 
90.00 
10.80 


George Wurts 
77.00 
10.50 


Job Baldwin 
77.00 
9.00 


Andrew B. Cobb 
80.00 
9.00 


John Adamson 
69.00 
9.00 


46 Silas Condit 

gave up to Jona Grimes 
32.00 
7.50 


47 Lewis Baker 
$3.00 
6.00 


48 John Crane 
$0.00 
4.20 


Troy Sew. So. 33 

Changed for 62 for 

Parson's family 
100.00 10.80 


Jacob Green 
50.00 
8.40 


Aaron Ogden 
150.00 
9.30 


Samuel P. Smith 
180.00 
10.80 


Hiram Smith 
180.00 
10.80 


Henry Cobb 
185.00 
11.10 


Ebnez. F. Smith 
195.00 
11.70 


John O. Condit 
200.00 
12.00 


John Mitchell 
180.00 
10.80 


Jeremiah Farrand 
Silas Baldwin 
110.00 
9.00 


Silas Cook 
56.00 ° 
9.00 


William Gladson 
56.00 
9.00 


Ephriam Stiles 
$7.00 
7.50 


Wal. Kirkpatrick 
42.00 
6.00 


Abiatha D. Lyon 
36.00 
4.20 


2 John DeHart 
100.00 
9.00 


— 


3 Stephen Bumet 
Harvey Ward 
60.00 
3.60 


a 


4  Fphraim Stiles 
46.00 
4.20 


5 Paul Leonard 
$0.00 
4.20 


6 Ashb. Burnet 
John Ward 
61.00 
4.80 


7 James Lewis 
80.00 
4.80 


8 Samuel Farrand 
85.00 
5.10 


9 Richard Smith 
120.00 
7.20 


10 John Howell 
100.00 
6.00 


11. D. Paddleford 
97.00 
5.70 


12. Ben. L. Condit 
101.00 
6.06 


oR a 


13° §. Hathaway 
76.00 
4.80 


14 Thomas Cobb 
60.00 
4.80 


15 Cov Hamma 
45.00 
4.50 


16 Wm. Hennion 
$7.00 
4.20 


17, H. Tuttle 
$8.00 
3.60 


18 John Mitchell 
35.00 
2.40 
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4 5 
Val. Val. 
25.00 | 30.00 

1.50 1.80 

9 8 
Val Val. 
25.00 | 30.00 

1.50 1.80 
10 11 
Val. Val. 
25.00 | 30.00 

1.50 1.80 





Not Appraised 


PLAN OF GALLERY PEWS 


Prior to the Sale, Pews were marked with Value and Annuity Cost 


Explanation: In Plate I, take the pew of 
Stephen Cook and Samuel Howell for 
example. 34 is the pew number. $40.00 
is the appraised value. $7.50 is the annu- 
ity or pew rent. The solid circles at pews 
No. 34, 33, 38, 29, 43 and 24 represent 
the pillars supporting the Gallery. 





Singers Seats Singers Seats 


Val. 60.00 
3.60 





Not Appraised Not Appraised 





27 26 


Val. Val. 
30.00 | 25.00 
1.80 1.50 


24 25 


Val. Val. 
30.00 | 25.00 
1.80 1.50 








Not Appraised 


Not give it Thee—’twas thine before; 

E’en while in clay, and tree, and ore, 

We have but rear’d what Thou has given, 
And now we seal it back for heaven. 


Accept Thine own—and own it Thine— 
Here may Thy power and mercy shine; 
Enter and make it Thine abode, 

An earthly palace for our God. 


Make this another Zion hill; 

And this like Zion’s temple fill; 
Where Thy full glory shone so bright, 
As to confound all mortal sight.** 


Here shed the radiance of Thy face, 
And the rich glories of Thy grace; 
Forever may this temple be 

A cov’nant pledge, ’twixt us and Thee. 


When guilt and darkness roll around, 
And pest, or dearth, or Death abound ;*** 
Or when they heav’nly spirits fled, 

And wise and foolish both are dead— 


Soon as Thy people feel and mourn, 
And from their sin and folly turn, 

And in this house address Thine ear, 
Then haste their suppliant cry to hear. 


Fill every soul with every grace, 

That ever here shall seek Thy face; 
Pour down in floods the heavenly rain, 
Till myriads here be born again. 


No sermon here, nor prayer, nor part 
E’er fail to reach some sinner’s heart; 
But every precious season giv’n, 
Convict, console, and lead to heaven. 
From year to year, from age to age, 
This house Thy kindest thoughts engage; 
Yea, till millennial ages, stand, 

One leading glory of our land. 

May truth, and true religion, here 

Pure as the morning light appear; 
Their power prevail and spread abroad; 


Till the whole earth shall turn to God. 
October 8, 1828 


* Hag. 1-8 ; 
*k 1 Kings 3150-0 S-/$ 
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THREE NAMES OF THE PARISH 


“Parish of Parsippany” First Name 1755-1828 

The “Parish of Parsippany” was the name given in 1755 when the first church 
was organized and built in the Cemetery. The Trustees’ Oath of office, drawn by 
Aaron Kitchell, recorded in the County of Morris by Caleb Russell, clerk, reads in 
part—“I do swear that I do not hold myself bound to bear allegiance to the King of 
Great Brittain.” 

“I do swear that I do and will bear true faith and allegiance to the government in 
this State,” and as Trustees execute the trust reposed in us with fidelity to the best 
of our understanding. Signed by Benjamin Howell, Samuel Frost, Job Baldwin, Josiah 
Crane and Hiram Smith, Trustees. Dated, March 27, 1787. 


“The Second Presbyterian Congregation in Hanover.” 1818-1914 

On March 10, 1828 when the present church building was being considered, it 
was voted to change the name to “The Second Presbyterian Congregation in Hanover.” 
It was legally incorporated as a religious Society under the Act of the State passed in 
1799. The Trustees under the new name were Tobias Boudinot, President, Henry 
Harrison, Hiram Smith, Jr., Stephen Fairchild and William Gladson. In accordance 
with the State Act they took the oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States; the oath of allegiance to the government of the State; and the oath to faithfully 
execute the trust reposed in them as Trustees of the Church. (The word “Hanover” 
refers to Hanover Township.) 


“The Parsippany Presbyterian Church” 1914— 

On March 30, 1914 a Resolution was adopted to change the name of the Church 
to “The Parsippany Presbyterion Church,” and that a certificate of such change be 
made under the corporate seal of the Church. It was filed with the Clerk of Morris 
County June 9, 1914. The Trustees were Ramond Webb, President, Andrew J. Smith, 
Wililam B. Benedict, John Kitchell, William O. Farrand, and William C. Bates. 
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PASTORS OF THE PARSIPPANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


1755-1760 


1767-1770 


1774-1798 
1798-1799 
1799-1803 
1803-1804 
1804-1815 
1816-1857 
1857-1858 
1858-1859 
1859-1863 
1864-1866 
1866-1868 
1868-1871 
1871-1880 
1880-1882 
1882-1897 
1898-1905 
1905-1919 
1919-1934 
1935-1938 
1938-1940 
1940-1941 


Rev. Jacob Green 


Dr. John Darby, Supply  - - : 


at James Tuttle 


John Darby Supply - - 


Ree Joseph Grover 


Rev. Hoit and Rev. Jackson, Supply - 


Rev. Abner Benedict 


Dr. Darby and Rev. Whelpley, Sega - 


Rev. 
Rev. John Ford 

Rev. J. F. Sutton 
Rev. A. R. Wolfe 
Rev. 


Samuel M. Phelps - oe a 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Frederick Judd 
F. A. M. Brown 
Joseph Board - 
George LeBoutillier 
Charles C. Parker 


Supply Pastors - 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Charles B. Bullard 


Horace D. Sassaman 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


David A. Craig 


*1941-1942 Rev. Norman Guy 
Rev. Ralph R. Johnson’ - - “ 


* 1948-1949 Supply Pastor 


1941 


1755-1800 
Ephraim Stiles 
James Thomas 
Josiah Crane 
John Stiles 
Silas Baldwin 
Bononi Thomas 
Job Baldwin 
Benjamin Howell 
Samuel Hennion 

1800-1850 
Abram Cook 
Hiram Smith 
Lot Dixon 
Jacob Heller 
Henry Harrison 


Edmont P. Hains 
Gardner L. Winn - = = 
A. Philip Tuttle 
Charles W. Tryon = = of 


ELpers 


John Mitchell 
Paul Leonard 
Abraham Kanouse 
James Lewis 
William Dixon 
Arichbald D. Green 
Harkness Bastedo 
Timothy W. Crane 
William A. Condit 
1850-1930 
Edward Tuttle 
John Ogden 
Marcus L. Dixon 
George E. Righter 
William H. Grimes 
John O. Burnet 


14, 


Isaac L. Condit 
B. Smith Condit 
Edmund Tompkins 
Stephen H. Condit 
E. Halsey Ball 
Charles F. Ogden 
William O. Cooper 
Frederick Johnson 
Judd Condit 
William O, Farrand 
Isaac Baas 
Arthur E. Moore 
George A. Sanford 
Harry W. Wambold 
1930-1955 
Elias Baumgarten 


Arthur Paulmier 
Herbert D. Tunis 
Marjory S. Baldwin 
George R. Cole 
Cora S. Baldwin 
Robert R. Hopper 
Clifford E. Hermey 


1755-1800 
Ichabod Tompkins 
Simeon VanWinkle 
Benjamin Howell 
Samuel Frost 
Job Baldwin 
Josiah Crane 
Hiram Smith 
Ebenezer Farrand 
Isaac Halsey 
Tobias Boudinot 
Moses Crane 
John Salter 
Ebenezer Hayward 


~~ Capt. Phineas Farran 


Thomas Osborn 
John DeHart 
Capt. Jonas Ward 
Benjamin Smith 
Silas Baldwin 
John Howell 
Abraham Kitchell 
Daniel Crane 
Stephen Cook 
John Cobb 
1800-1850 
Lewis Baker 
Daniel Farrand 
Benjamni Crane 
George Brinckerhoff 
Isaac Beach 
Paul Leonard 
Silas Bolding 
Calip Tuttle 
John D. Brown 
Lemuel Cobb 
Isaac Quinby 
Ebenezer Smith 
Sylvester Halsey 
Abraham Kanouse 
John Righter 


Ruth Spangenberg 
Russel] - Waddell 

Dr. Edwy L. Minard 
Raymond T. Foulks 
Arthur Robinson 
Clara Boone 

F. Edgar Search 


TRUSTEES 


Stephen Fairchild 
Hiram Smith, Jr. 
William Gladson 
John O. Condit 
Tobias Boudinot 
Henry Harrison 
Walter Kirkpatrick 
William H. Thomas 
Samuel F. Ogden 
William Hennion 
David Quinby 
James Renton 
Jacob Holloway 
John Mitchell 
Ebenezer Smith 
John A. Cobb 
1850-1900 
Samuel F. Righter 
Amos Harrison 
Benjamin L. Condit 
Thomas O. Smith 
Timothy Crane 
William A. Condit 
Henry Boughton 
John N. Mitchell 
John DeHart 
Benjamin F. Howell 
Andrew J. Smith 
Edgar G. Smith 
Charles F. Ogden 
R. V. W. Fairchild 
F. N. Benedict 
Monroe Howell 
Stephen H. Condit 
John Bates 
Edward E. Baldwin 
John C. Green 
Edward Tuttle 
Phineas Farrand 
Samuel Harrison 


James H. Quinby 
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George Cochrane 
George Houlroyd 
Frederick LaHart 
Isabelle Kelly 
Marcia K. Francis 
Arthur Dubar 
Hiram Gerboth 


George E. Righter 
Isaac L. Condit 
De Witt Quinby 
1900-1930 
George B. Smith 
Garret DeMott 
Melvin S. Condit 
Richard Smith 
William C. Bates 
George W. Smith 
E. Halsey Ball 
Theodore S.Condit 
William B. Benedict 
John S. Kitchell 
Judd Condit 
John Monteith 
Ramond R. Webb 
William O. Farrand 
Andrew J. Smith, 2nd. 
Frederick M. Crowell 
S. Farrand Howell 
Arthur E. Moore 
Robert W. Case 
Arthur Paulmier 
C. Howell Bates 
Charles DeH. Condit 
Peter DeGelleke 
William E. Baldwin 
William H. Grimes 
1930-1955 
Harry Fritts 
Warren Baldwin 
Stephen H. Condit 
George Cole 
Gerrit DeGelleke 
Irvin T. Francis 
James Eyster 
Walter Case 
Daniel Melchior 
Farrand N. Benedict 
John E. Lee 


James E. Dutton 
Raymond Foulks 
Victor Bowman 

George Schaible 
Frederick LaHart 
Olin Baker 


Silas Baldwin 
Archibald D. Green 
William A. Condit 
George E. Righter 
Isaac L. Condit 


Arthur Clifford 
Harold O. Farrand 
John T. Mitchell 
Russell B. Stauffer 
Coventry W. Smith 
Richard S. Baldwin 


S. Hobart Condit 
Judd Conidt 
E. Halsey Ball 


W. Howard Demarest 


Leon A. McIntire 


B. Smith Condit 


John Wright 

Miron C. Meadowcroft 
Herbert Hoer 

Dean Foster 

Donald Kilbourne 
Walter Williams 


Sunpay SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS 


Mrs. B. Frank Howell 
Irvin T. Francis 
Elizabeth Devon 
Ferdinand Kaiser 
Raymond T. Foulks 


i pe peaine Baumgarten en Le Russell B. Stauffer 


BoaRD OF rere ORGANIZED 1954 


Mrs. Kent Dixon 
Mrs. Marcia Francis 
Mrs. Nelson Lyon 


Miss Mildred Calloway 


Miss Jeanne Foulks 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Walter Williams 
Edward Manning 
LeRoy Skillman 
Lester Spangenberg 
Eben Blake 


The Board of Deacons was appointed in January and organized in February 1954. 


The Purpose—To visit the sick and needy. 


To call on new members. 


To take charge of the Church ‘Guest Book.’ 
To be in charge of the ushering.” 


Brochures were printed containing Church history in brief, all Organizations of 
the Church with a synopsis of the purpose of each, and the Church Directory. 


Miss Elizabeth C. Devon 


MemsBers 1955 
Mrs. Olab Tweit 


Mr. Raymond Chapman 





The Home of Rev. Jacob Green 1746-1758 
(Picture taken about 1900) 


REV. JACOB GREEN 
Our First Pastor 1755-1760 


Rev. Jacab Green was a native of Malden, Mass., and a graduate of Harvard 1744. 
He came to Elizabethtowne, N. J., in 1745 and “put himself under the care of the 
Presbytery of New York.” He was ordained Pastor of the Parish Church on the 
Whippanong November, 1746. “While so engaged, he found it necessary, in order 
to support a large family, to engage in the practice of medicine which he pursued for 
thirty years.” 

In 1755 Presbytery decided to disbandon the old Parish Church on the Whip- 
panong, and erect two places for public worship; one in the town of Hanover, and 
the other in ‘Precipining.’ Mr. Green was ordered by Presbytery to preach at both 
places,” which he did until 1760. 

The picture above was “Mr. Green’s home in lower Whippany from 1746 until 
1758, when a parsonage was built for him near the Church in Hanover.” He lived 
there and continued preaching at both Churches until 1760, when ‘“ “Presbytery 
alowed the Parsippany people to seek a Minister for themselves.” He continued with 
the Hanover Church, and organized a Latin School there and wrote on political 
questions of the day. 

In 1746, the Synod of New York obtained a charter for the College of New Jersey, 
(Princeton) and Rev. Green was elected a member of the first Board of Trustees. “In 
the autumn of 1758 he was elected Vice President of the College, and for a few 
months was the head of the Institution.” (He was Pastor in Parsippany at this time.) 

Reverend Green later became a member of the Provincial Congress of New Jersey. 
He served as Chairman of a Committee which hurriedly drafted a Declaration and 
Constitution to pronounce the Crown Colony of New Jersey the State of New Jersey 
on July 2, 1776, just two days before thc Historic Fourth. 

Rev. Jacob Green died May 24, 1790, having served as Pastor in the Whippanong, 
Parsippany and Hanover Parishes a total of forty-four years. 
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DR. JOHN DARBY, Suppry, 1760-1767 


Until 1767 it is believed that Dr. John Barby who lived in Parsippany, preached 
for the people. Dr. Barby was the local physician and a clergyman; he ministered 
to the people of the scattered parish, and became both their spiritual and physical 
benefactor and counselor. 


REV. JAMES TUTTLE, 1767-1770 


Rev. James Tuttle was a native of the town, a Princeton graduate and son-in-law of 
Rev. Jacob Green. He was ordained here, “and preached interchangeably between 
Persepening and the Rockaway churches.” He was noted for “his scholarly and 
lengthy sermon.” Usually, he reached the tenthly and lastly before he finished 
expounding the theme of his sermon. He was the Pastor here until his death at the 
age of twenty-nine. 

From the knowledge gained from the general history of the churches it is quite 
probable that Dr. John. Darby again supplied the pulpit for about three years. 


REV. JOSEPH GROVER, Dartmovutu, ’73—1774-1798 


In November, 1773, Rev. Joseph Grover was “engaged as a Supply for 20 shillings 
a Sabbath, and keep himself and horse.” By April “being satisfied with Mr. Grover’s 
principals, he was given a call for two years, at eighty pounds per year, to be raised 
five pounds each year until it amounts to a hundred. He is to have the use of the 
parsonage and firewood, delivered. All persons delinquent in getting wood areto have 
their deficinecy added to their taxes.” 

Forty-four leading men of the Parish agreed to have their estates assessed and 
taxed. The rate to be set periodically to coincide with the amount to be raised for all 
church purposes. collectors were named for each district to collect. During these 
difficult war years they were authorized to accept notes also in payment. Some of 
which were not paid until after the war. This was the custom until the pews were 
sold each year for the support of the church. Voluntary contributions were made 
also by the people when possible. Not until after the war, “in 1785 they voted to 
have a collection every Sabbath after service.” 

Soon after Rev. Grover was installed in August ’74 it was voted to finish the 
meeting house as high as the tops of the pews. (‘The church was built about 1770.) A 
year or more later they voted “to build a barn and to fix the parsonage so that Mr. 
Grover could move.” His bride was Sarah Howell, daughter of Benjamin Howell, 
Trustee. 

In collecting the subscriptions promised for the repairs of the buildings, it was 
agreed that labor on the buildings would be deducted from the amount of money 
due on the Subscriptions for the church. 

“To allow 

for a 4 cattle team, per day—12 shillings 

for a 2 horse team per day—2 shillings 

for every able bodied man per day—4 shillings 6 pence 
for master and carpenter and joiner—6 shillings 
apprentices and boys in proportion. 

Mr. Job Baldwin to be allowed 2 pounds 10 chillings for extra services as Supt. 
of Carpenter and Joiner’s Work.” 

When the collectors were appointed in 1774 Mr. Jacob Baldwin was the first 
clerk to read and set the psalms, Jacob Halsey his assistant. John Frost succeeded 
Mr. Baldwin in ’75. In 1785 he agreed to sing the old tunes in the forenoon on the 
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Sabbath, and the other half of the time to sing such tunes as the singer think proper.” 
“Silas Baldwin to set in the gallery and take care of the young people and children 
that they do not play in meeting and to take the collection.” 


In 1781, when an addition to the parsonage was undertaken, it was voted at a Parish 
Meeting, Job Baldwin Moderator, “That all men who are Possessors of property, or 
does voluntarily contribute to the Public Expense of this Parish, such as assisting in 
building the Meeting house, or Parsonage, or supporting the Gospel ministry shall 
be deemed Legal voters, and the right of such shall not be disputed.” 


In spite of al] the earnest efforts of the indigent parishoners during the struggling 
War years, the expenses of the parish in 1786 could not be met. Debts grew, and 
Rev. Grover’s salary fell so much in arrears that he asked to be dismissed. 


These were, indeed, the “lean years” in our history. There was the rapid fluctua- 
tion of all species of money. Bank notes became worthless when banks failed. In our 
church files, today, we have some of these Bank notes. 


Some adjustments were made, however, to pay Rev. Grover 90 pound proclama- 
tion money annually, and also firewood. 

The Trustees had borrowed money in 1775 from a church in Bergen County, 
and were still gradually paying off the principal and interest—precarious years, 
surely. 

When it became necessary to enclose the Burying yard and church with a fence, 
it was made possible by gifts of materials and days work. “A neat board fence was 
made in the front, and on the three sides they built a fence of neat posts, and wide 
chestnut rails with stone under.” The following pledges were made:—Lemuel Cobb 
gave 20 posts, and Martin Tichenor 20 posts. Lucas*VanBeverhoudt gave 12 panels 
of fence, Thomas Compton nails and rails. Thomas Cobb gave nails and 5 shillings, 
-John Morris days work and 5 shillings. Ebenezer Farrand pledged 2 pounds, those 
giving 1 pound each were James Thomas, John Mitchell, Joseph Clark, Benjamin 
Smith, Benjamin Howell, John Howell, Phineas Farrand, Thomas Bowlby and Ed- 
ward Paddleford.” (Copied from the original subscriptoin list bearing the signatures 
of these men.) 

Rev. Grover continued as pastor until 1798, giving twenty-four years of service 
in the parish over the most difficult years in our history. He rented the parsonage 
for 4 year, and his full salary was paid to him soon after that time. 

The lease for the parsonage just recently has been located, it states—‘“that Job 
Baldwin, Phineas Farrand, Hiram Smith, John Cobb, Daniel Crane, Stephen Cook 
and Abraham Kitchell were the Trustees who negotiated the lease.”” The terms of 
the lease being “that Rev. Grover was “To pay $57.50 for the year and all taxes for 
the parsonage, barn and the 40 acres.” The timber growing was reserved, except that 
which was necessary to repair the fences. No ground was to be ploughed which had 
not been worked previously. No more than 5 acres were to be planted in winter grain. 
No manure, dung, soil, or compost was to be carted away.” He was “To yield up the 
premises in good and sufficient repair. The destruction by fire, war, and tempest 
always excepted.” 


Actinc Pastors 1798-1799 


Rev. Stephen Hoit and Rev. Abel Jackson supplied the pulpit for a year. Rev. 
Hoit was paid in English money, and boarded. Rev. Jackson was paid in York money. 
A home was rented for him as Rev. Grover, the former pastor, had leased the parson- 
age for a year. 
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REV. ABNER BENEDICT 1799-1803 


In October 1799, Rev. Abner Benedict was engaged as a supply minister and 
“was allowed $18.00 for his labors with us for four weeks.” (Note the first change 
in currency from pounds to dollars). Rev. Benedict was voted a call, and Hiram 
Smith, Daniel Crane, John DeHart, Lott Dixon and John Howell were empowered 
to wait on him and offer the sum of $250.00, the use of the Parsonage with the 
crops thereon, and 20 cords of fire wood delivered, per annum for his services. They 
also offered to move Rev. Benedict’s household furniture from New Stanford, Conn. 
to the parsonage, or that $20.00 be raised for that purpose. Abram Kitchell, Hiram 
Smith and Lott Dixon were appointed assessors to raise the salary. 


Rev. Benedict, A.M. Yale 1769, was a minister at Middleford, Conn. for fourteen 
years. It was here “by his address and efforts he procurred the emancipation of al] 
slaves held by his people’. He had served as chaplain in the American Revolution 
army. Rev. Benedict was a writer of Philosophical articles which were recognized by 
Yale. He had two sons, Abner and Joel. Abner married Capt. Phineas Farrand’s 
daughter, Nancy, and his grandson Farrand Northrup Benedict married Susan Ogden 
in 1832. For over a century, in each succeeding generation we find the names of 
Rev. Benedict’s direct descendants serving this church as Trustees; and today we have 
a child, Julia Dutton, a direct descendant, active in the Primary Department of our 
Sunday School. 


SuppLy Pastors 1803-1804 


Dr. John Darby and Rev. Samuel Whelpley were temporary supplies for a year. 
A committee “was instructed to use their discretion as to the amount to pay, but 
not to exceed five dollars a Sunday”. (Receipts at hand show “payments made to 
Sam’! Whelpley for three Sundays—April $4.00 May $6.00 and June $5.00”’.) 


REV. SAMUEL M. PHELPS 1804-1815 


On September 17, 1804, Rev. Samuel M. Phelps was given an unanimous vote 
“to settle with us as our pastor”. John Cobb and Abraham Kitchell drafted a call and 
appointed Lott Dixon to wait on Mr. Phelps and allowed him $5.00 for his expenses. 
The offer was to be $300.00 a year, the Parsonage, and 20 cords of wood delivered. 
The money was to be raised “by subscription, and by assessment to those persons who 
are willing to pay by way of tax from the town duplicate, which was to be taken from 
the township’s taxables”. This included the people living in Pequannock Township, 
now Montville area, who belonged to this Parish. “Monthly contributions were to 
be taken the first Sunday for Parish uses”. (Rev. Phelps received in “four years 1808- 
1812, $1,425.00 Due Mr. Phelps on the above 4 years $42.28.”) 

The salary was raised in 1809 to $325. and to $375. in 1813 with 30 cords of 
wood. “The Dutch people were invited to attend public worship gratis, and Rey. 
Phelps was to preach funeral services without remuneration”’. 

Rev. Phelps, Yale 1795, is described as a scholarly man. During his pastorate he 
was engaged to teach the learned languages in the Troy Academy (later known as 
Troy School). He was the first minister to serve the community both as Pastor and 
Teacher. He was actively interested in the War of 1812. According to Morris County 
History of 1914 we find that Rev. Samuel Phelps, pasotr of the Parsippany Pres- 
byterian Church, at the head of 180 men, volunteered for service in the War of 
1812”, 
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REV. JOHN FORD 1816-1857 


Rev. Ford was born in Monroe, near Morristown in 1787. He was a studious young 
man and prepared for college with the purpose of entering the ministry. He entered 
the Senior year at Princeton, graduating in 1812. Then he took charge of Bloomfield 
Academy and continued the study of Theology and Hebrew. He became the pastor 
here in 1816. He served the Parish over forty years. On the marble tablet to his 
memory, his words are quoted “Next to God, I love my people”. The marble was 
the top of the communion table, which was used by him during his pastorate. 

Rev. Ford prepared many of his young people for college or business and the 
ministry. The Synod of New York and New Jersey established the African School for 
five years at Parsippany under his leadership. He was a linguist, proficient in Latin, 
Greek and Hebrew, and a fluent speaker in French. Periodically he preached to a 
French Congregation in Newark. He organized Bible Classes and preached in the 
neighboring communities and prepared and published a Catechism. During the 1830’s 
the Presbyterian Churches were greatly agitated on doctrinal questions. Rev. Ford’s 
convictions were with the New School Movement and he stood firmly with Barnes 
and Beecher. Note—On one of the papers in the church file it is written—‘‘Be it 
Resolved that the conduct of the Rev. ohn Ford in having the ceremony of baptism 
administered on himself by immersion in a distant place, without the knowledge of 
his own church secretly, acted unworthy the Christian pastor; setting an example 
which if followed by others, would destroy Christian confidence in each other, and 
tend to distract and divide the Church”. 

Rev. Ford was married twice, Caroline Darcy, his first wife organized the Female 
Evangelical Society (The Missionary Society) in 1816, with forty-nine charter 
members. Soon after the Brick Church was built she passed away. Several years later 
on Sunday morning after the sermon, he invited the Congregation to remain as there 
would be a wedding. He stepped down from the pulpit and Miss Jane Howell, 
Treasurer of the Society for over twenty-five years, arose from her pew, walked 
down the aisle, and a clergyman who sat in the Amen pew performed their wedding 
ceremony. 

Rev. Ford had four daughters, two of whom married Elders of this Church, Mr. 
William A. Condit, and Mr. John Ogden from whom the Farrand family are des- 
cendants. 

Outstanding events during Rev. Ford’s pastorate may be read in Chapters, “Parish 
Meeting of March 10, 1828”, “The Third Church”. “The Second Parsonage”, 
“The Missionary Society, “The Name of the Church” and “The Ode of Dedication”. 


PARISH MEETING, MARCH 10, 1828 


The Trustees, Stephen Fairchild, President, Hiram Smith, Jr., John O. Condit and 
William Gladson called a Parish Meeting to take measures to become incorporated 
under an act of the legislature of New Jersey inaugurated June 12, 1799 for Religious 
Societies. 

1. “The Throne of Grace having been addressed by Rev. John Ford, John 
Howell was chosen Moderator and Walter Kirkpatrick, Clerk.” The Church for 
seventy-three years had been known as the “Parish of Parsippany”. It was voted now 
to be incorporated under the name “The Second Presbyterian Congregation of Han- 
over”. (Hanover Township). 

2. The new Trustees elected were, Tobias Boudinot, President, Henry Harrison, 
Hiram Smith, Jr., and Stephen Fairchild. Under the Incorporation Act, the Justice 
of the Peace, Ebenezer Smith administered the oath of office. Each Trustee sub- 
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scribed, “To support the Constitution of the United States, and pledged allegiance 
to the government of the State, and to faithfully and impartially and justly perform 
all the duties of the office of a Trustee of the Second Presbyterian Congregation of 
Hanover’’. 

3. Benjamin L. Condit was appointed agent to settle and adjust the unsettled 
business of the “Parish of Parsippany”. 

4. A new Mecting House was considered, and a subscription paper was drawn 
up by the Clerk. The Solicitors: William Hennion, Jacob Green, Isaac Quimby, 
James Renton, and Samuel P. Smith were appointed. The sum of $7,000 was to be 
subscribde by May Ist next, or otherwise become void. If raised subscriptions were 
to be paid in equal] installments every four months. (Some of these original papers 
are in the files, all subscriptions with names and the amounts are recorded). 

5. The new mecting house was to be constructed of Brick about 40 x 60 Feet 
with a steeple and bell, and a Lecture Room in the basement. 

6. It was to be built either in the Cemetery or on Paddlford Hill, which could 
be purchased. 

7. Every person who subscribed toward the building shall have the right to pur- 
chase and hold a pew to the full amount on what he had paid on his subscription. 

8. A Building Committee was appointed—Benjamin L. Condit, Richard Smith, 
John Mitchell, Isaac Quimby, Stephen Fairchild and Walter Kirkpatrick. 

9. Meeting Adjourned. 

Note—All subscription papers having been filed by the five Solicitors, with 
“the sum of $7,420.25 actually and in good faith subscribed the next meeting of the 
Parish was called for May 1, 1828”. 

The amounts subscribed ranged from $500.00 to 25 cents. Rev. John Ford’s 
contribution is recorded as ‘“‘Conditiona]l”. Rev. Ford pledged, $20.00 and $200.00 
more as soon as all arrearages due me from the Trustees are paid ups and $180. 00 
more as soon as the next two years salary is paid me by same Trustees”. 

The Paddlcford Hill site was chosen May Ist by a vote of 71 to 24. The deed 
was signed May 17, 1828 and recorded with the County Clerk the same day. (See 
Chapter “The Third Meeting House.) 


REV. JOSEPH F. SUTTON 1857 


Rev. Sutton was engaged in June 1857 as a Supply Minister for five months. 
Strong opposition developed under the ministration of Rev. Sutton. On Nov. 7, 1857 
at a Parish meeting, “‘preceding the vote on choosing a pastor, it was moved, seconded, 
and carried, that all female members of the church be allowed to vote. After a dis- 
cussion it was agreed to reconsider the voting for a pastor, and to ask Rev. Sutton to 
continue as a Supply Minister.” 

In Mrs. Farrand Benedict’s diary, November, 757, we find the following. “The 
ladics of H. Town (Halscytown) attended the meeting, which is contrary to custom. I 
think it is better for the male membership to decide in Public such things’’. 

After a few months, when a vote was taken, 28 to 22 were in favor of Rev. Sutton. 
It was resolved, “that F. N. Crane, J. N. Mitchell and A. J. Smith be a committee to 
prosecute the call”. 

At the next meeting “Farrand N. Benedict, F. N. Crane, and Jacob Holloway were 
chosen a committee to procure other candidates to supply the Pulpit”. At a subsequent 
mecting, June 26, 1858 Rev. Sutton lost the call by a vote of 66 to 67. The descen- 
sion caused part of the Congregation to withdraw, and they with the help of their 
pastor, Rev. Sutton organized a new church, “The First Presbyterian Church of 
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Parsippany”. The new church was built on part of a parishoner’s property, Mrs. 
Board’s near the site of the early Parsonage, Route 46 and Littleton Road, in 1859. 

After about ten years the Congregations united (See Chapter, “Rev. LeBoutellier’’) 
and held their Church services in our present Church, then known as the Second Pres- 
byterian Church of Hanover”. The communion service consisting of a Flagon an 
three Goblets upon which is engraved “The First Presbyterian Church of Parsippany” 
was brought from said Church to our Church.* The First Presbyterian Church building 
was purchased by the Dutch Reform Congregation of Boonton and it was moved to 
Washington Street, Boonton, where it still stands. 


* This Communion Set is identical with the one which was in use at our Church ai 
that time. We still have both sets, a Flagon and three Cups each, also we have two 
Cups of which we have no record. (The present Communion set was purchased a few 
years prior to 1928, as it is known that two additional trays were purchased to be 
used at the Centennial of the Church in 1928.) 


REV. A. R. WOLFE 1857-1859 

Rev. A. R. Wolfe succeeded Rev. Sutton as Pastor. “During his ministry there was 
much religious interest, and several additions were made to the membership of the 
Church.” It was with deep regret of the Congregation, in April 1859 when they 
accepted Rev. Wolfe’s resignation on account of his ill health; which compelled him 
to cease from his ministerial labors, 

(Note—Receipted Tax bills have been found for 1856-1859 “To the Trustees of the 
and Pres. Church of Hanover, Your County and Township Taxes for Hanover 
Township 1859, is $5.40 Road Tax $2.97.” Signed by Archibald D. Green, Collector. 

The Tax bill for 1856 which was paid March 6, 1857 was $5.18 With cost .36 Tota! 
$5.54.) 


REV. FREDERICK F. JUDD 1859-1863 


Rev. Frederick F. Judd was unanimously called as Pastor in 1859, and became 
one of the favorite ministers of the Parish. He soon won the affections of his people. 
Children born in the Parish were named for him. He was termed as “A Power for 
Good” by the Session, when ill health caused him to resign. 

Extensive repairs, painting, and remodeling of the Church was completed in 1860. 
It was at this time the Galleries in the Church were narrowed, leaving two rows of 
seats there, instead of three. The galleries had extended over the aisles and 
were supported by large wooden posts at the ends of the center pews. One of these 
posts, showing the marks where it had been attached to the new, may be seen in Mr. 
Arthur Moore’s large living room supporting the ceiling. A design for the changes 
in the Church was drawn by Rev. Judd as stated in the contract, following. 

The Committee for remodeling the Church was John Bates, Monroe Howell, A. J. 
Smith, and John N. Mitchell. When the alterations were completed, all the improve- 
ments were satisfactory and pleasing. An elaborate program was arranged for the 
service of rededicating the Church on March 15, 1860. 

To provide funds for the changes in the Church, and for the repairs of the Second 
Parsonage House, some acreage of the Parsonage farm was sold in two parcels at a 
vendue March 18, 1859. Monroe Howell bought 18 and 65 hundredths acres for 
$490.00 and E. E, Baldwin bought 42 and 52 hundredths acres for $2,031.00.” (A 
poster of the Vendue with the terms of the sale signed by the purchasers are in the 
Exhibit.) 


In repairing the Parsonage, “a portico was added, and two extra bedrooms upstairs. 
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The hall was extended through the house to the back, the stairway was put in the 
entry, and the back room made the full length of the house. A pantry was to be made 
in the kitchen with four shelves, and a window of lights put in the door. Later a barn 
was built with a leanto for a carriage house.” 

At this time a fence was built around the Grave-yard. The pasturing of animals 
there was to be discontinued. 

On January 3, 1864, Rev. Judd officiated for the last time as pastor, at the ordina- 
tion of Elders John Ogden and Marcus L. Dixon. 


Contract (in part) for Repairs and Changes in the Church with Theo. Bulgin 
Sept. 19, 1859, with the Building Committee which included Monroe Howell, R. V. 
W. Fairchild, Andrew J. Smith and John N. Mitchell. 

To reduce the width of Galleries to the width of the Wall pews 

To make a new Balustrade, or Brestwork for the same 

To alter seats in the Gallery 

To alter pews on lower floor, changing the scroll and rolls (which were agreed to 
be finished in Black walnut of the latest style) 

The Gothic trimming to be put on pew ends, was to be walnut 

To change the height and back of pews 

To make two winding stairways to the galleries in the vestibule 

To make doors to enter Galleries. Clear corners occupied by present stairs 

To do the mason work. Make new entrance to Belfry. 

To wainscott, lath and plaster, trim like present finish of the house, according to 
the plan here drawn by Rev. F. F. Judd 

The Committee to provide new iron columns to support the galleries or allow the 
old wooden ones to be used. (Signed by all parties) 


AnnuaL Report or TrustEgs, ApriL 1860 (in part) 


Monroe Howell Edgar G. Smith 
E. E. Baldwin Stephen H. Condit 
John Bates 
Received 
Sale of Real Estate $2555.31 top of Gallery, Paid 100.00 
Sale of Old Barn 50.00 Grain Desk, etc. 15.00 
Rec’d from Ladies So. 65.00 Paris Green For Shutters 15.00 
By Subscription 422720 Labor, Material for Painting 15.0 
Pew Rents, Cash 87.26 Labor, Material for 
Sale of old House roof 11.36 Painting, Graining, Fres- 
Unpaid Annuities on Pews 97.07 coing the House of 
Unpaid Subscriptions and notes Worship 300.00 
Paid Boynton Furnace No. 10 207.00 
Repairs and additions, parson- Furniture 
age $1760.00 1 Sofa 50.00 
Alterations, Meeting House 1647.00 2 Chairs at 7.50 15.00 
Rev. Judd’s salary to 1 Com. Ttble Marble top 15.00 
_November “a9 400.00 (This Communion table probably 
To build the Pulpit (a replaced one used by Rev. Ford, 
design of the present Pulpit 4s that marble was used for his 
attached), and two rooms at memorial plaque.) 
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REV. F. A. M. BROWN 1864-1866 
REV. JOSEPH BOARD 1866-1868 


Rev. Brown was called as a supply Minister in January 1864. He was ordained and 
installed Pastor of the Church. He remained only a brief time after his ordination. 
(No additional record found.) 

Rev. Joseph Board, who was the Pastor of “The First Presbyterian Church of 
Parsippany” became Acting Pastor of our Church. The members who had with- 
drawn were being reinstated. The final reunion of the Congregation culminated 
within a few years. (For further information read Rev. Sutton and Rev. LeBoutillier 
chapters. ) 


REV. GEORGE T. LEBOUTILLIER 1868-1871 


Rev. George LeBoutillier was installed pastor November 17, 1868. The former 
Pastor, Rev. John Ford was appointed to preach the sermon. The assessments on 
the pews were raised 20 per cent to meet the salary, which was $1,000.00 

It is recorded in the church financial report of 1869, that the total expenditure 
was $1,564.52, viz.—For Missions, $270.00, Board of Church Erection, $25.50, 
Sunday School Union, $46.00, Presbytery, $9.02, Salary, $1,000.00, Fuel, $60.00, 
Sexton, $40.00, Incidentals, $67.00, the last item, Bible, $47.00. (Note—It may 
have been a Pulpit Bible.) 

In 1869 several members were reinstated by ‘letter from the Church known as 
“The First Presbyterian Church of Parsippany” and others joined in 1870. On 
August 21, 1870, the Session, Wm. A. Condit, John Ogden, H. Bastedo and Marcus 
Dixon, met with the pastor before the Sacramental Service and presented a Resolution 
to be read to the congregation. 

‘Whereas the Presbyterian Faith is no longer represented in this place by a divided 
Church, but now by one, reunited, 

Be it Resolved that we the Session render thanks to Christ for his love and grace 
thus manifested: and heartily call upon the congregation to do the same, and to 
follow after the things for peace.” 


REV. CHARLES PARKER 1871-1880 


Rev. Charles Parker was installed Pastor of the Church March 27, 1872. He and 
his family were heartily accepted by the Congregation. Mrs. Parker served as Presi- 
dent of the Missionary Society. Procedures of the organization were changed, and the 
Society was re-organized in 1873. This increased the activities of the Society, and 
the social activities of the Parish. Miss Kate Parker was organist for a while. The 
organ was in the back of the gallery, and the pews there were reserved for the choir. 


Miss Kate married Rev. James Ferguson, who had been pastor of the Hanover 
Presbyterian Church since 1869. The two parishes were then closely related again. 
In 1755 each of the Parishes was established separately from the “Church of Hanover” 
which was built there in 1718 on the Whippanong River in Whippany. 

Dr. Parker was impressed with the local history of the community, We are in- 
debted to him for his historical sermons. Dr. Bullard who succeeded Dr. Parker was 
instrumental in having them printed. 
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The present parsonage was completed at this time, and the Parker family were 
the first occupants. 

Dr. Parker died suddenly one Saturday night. Very sad and grieved was the 
Congregation when it assembled the next day for the Church services. The beloved 
Pastor had been called to his reward. To the left of the Pulpit is the Memorial window 
erected to his memory. 


REV. CHARLES B. BULLARD 1881-1896 

Rev. Charles B. Bullard came to supply the pulpit September 7, 1882. He was 
tendered a call in October, with an offer of $1,000.00 in salary, which had been 
over subscribed by the Parish. 

He brought his charming bride to the parsonage, who soon became a general favor- 
ite. However, Mary Ford Condit, daughter of Rev. Ford, was critical. She called 
on the bride and informed her, that her “clothes were entirely too giddy to become 
a pastor’s wife,” and offered to array her in some of her clothing, which was at 
least a decade late in style.) Mary was not always consistent in her assertions. When 
she saw people looking in the mirror she would remark disdainfully, “Vanity, vanity, 
all is vanity.” Then again she would tell people, “Your body is the temple of the 
Lord, and you must keep it in perfect condition.” | 

The spiritual life of the Church was quickened by “Special meeting”’, or “pro- 
tracted meetings”, periodically arranged by Rev. Bullard, and by the weekly prayer 
meetings held either in the Troy School (see “Sunday School” Troy) or in the 
Church; and also by the keen interest he had in the Temperance movement and in 
Missions. Several of the people renewed their church vows, and others professed their 
faith. The members joining by letter gave public assent to the Church covenant. 

The Sunday School was one part of the Church work to which Rev. Bullard gave 
a great deal of time. In a few years the membership increased from 107 in 1883, to 
202 pupils. On Children’s Day in June ’89 a newspaper clipping states “the tastefully 
decorated Church was filled to capacity.” It was Rev. Bullard’s custom on these 
occasions to be seated and to have all children, whom he had baptized, gather around 
him to recite Bible verses and sing, Jesus Loves Me” or “Sweet Story of Old”. When 
children had reached the age of seven, Rev. Bullard presented them with a Bbile on 
Children’s Day. 

The Christian Endeavor Society was organized September 29, 1889, details of 
which are given in another chapter. 

The Responsive Readings at the Sunday Morning service was started by Rev. 
Bullard in 1890 and the custom has continued. 

“The Organizations of the Church were requested to submit their annual Reports 
to the Clerk of the Session,” and for over fifty years we have complied to this decision 
of the Session. ! 

Rev. Bullard was concerned about the care and comfort of animals as well as 
for people. The building of horse sheds had been contemplated for some time, and 
at the beginning of the winter of 1887 there had been built twenty-two horse sheds 
for shelter. Contributions came freely from near and far as Mrs. Bullard’s brohther, 
a lover of animals also contributed generously. When the cost of the sheds, $847.78 
had been paid, there was a balance of $42.00. The sheds were numbered and were 
annually sold at auction, bringing from $8.00 to 50 cents each. Seven years later 
they were offered for the free use of all.” 

A drive was made for the care of the cemetery, which was in excess of the yearly 
need. The remainder was deposited in the bank which raised the general fund forty- 
two and a half per cent. 
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True to the adage “Every gratified wish creates a new desire”, here by 1890, the 
growth of the Church activities, created the need of more space. A Chapel was the 
dream of the Pastor and People. Money having been given freely was the problem. 

April 8, 1890, the Congregation was called to consider building a Chapel. Mr. 
George B. Smith reported that “overtures had been made by a party, if the congre- 
gation could raise a $1,000.00 a Chapel made of Brick with a slate roof would be 
forthcomin’ . The Ladies Sewing Society having a few hundred dollars offered 
their funds, and those present pledged $450.00 more. A Chapel seemed assured. 

By May 19, 1890 enthusiasm subsided. When the provisions in legal form were 
_ presented of Mr,_T.-N.. Vail’s..proposed gift of $1,500.00 for the Chapel, there 
was a proviso for perpetual care of his plot in the Cemetery. Consensus of opinion 
was, that this plan was not feasible. A vote of 24 to 9 was against Mr. Vail’s offer. A 
frustrated group; and “the pastor was grieved that the instrument for which he 
labored, to aid him in his usefulness in the Parish failed”. However, a storm of 
applause arose when Rev. Bullard, in a few words fitly spoken acquiesced to the 
decision of his people. 

George Righter and Isaac Condit were appointed to wait on Mr. Vail promptly 
with the vote of the people. Mr. Vail listened carefully and finally said, “This 
matter would be left to future consideration, and intimated that the day might come 
when he would enter into some negotiations with the Trustees in this matter”. 
(See “Cemetery” chapter). He then promised half of his original offer without any 
reservations. 

With Mr. Vail’s pledge of $750.00 and the $1,400.00 then subscribed, the Pastor 
was authorized to consult an architect. His plan for a brick building, with a seating 
capacity of 200, with furnishing and heating included, would cost $2,502.00. 

The payment of the subscriptions began to lag, as only $2,300.00 had been 
pledged. The Building Committee, William Bates, Chairman, Andrew L. Cobb and 
Phineas Farrand, suggested a wooden building for less money. The contractors en- 
gaged for this Chapel were Grimes and Ringlibe. 

May 16, 1892 the Committee having erected the Chapel with all appointments, 
meeting the needs and the fondest expectations of the people, were dismissed with 
grateful praise and acclaim. The total cost of the Chapel was $2,353.00 with $14.00 
left in the fund. 

The committee to assist Rev. Bullard for the dedication of the Chapel were Mrs. 
William Benedict, Mrs. E. H. Ball, Isaac Condit, Will Ogden and Theodore Condit. 

Sunday morning, May 22nd the Chapel was offered to God in a prayer of con- 
secration, to which the Congregation, led by the choir gave a hearty response. The 
text of Rev. Bullard’s sermon was, “And he shall show you a large upper room fur- 
nished; there make ready”. Luke 22:12. In the afternoon the Sunday School met 
for the first time in the Chapel, followed by a Jubilee praise service in which all 
ages participated. (See Rev. D. Craig’s chapter for the kitchen addition). page 29). 

Rev. and Mrs. Bullard were blessed while living in the Parsonage. A son James 
and a daughter Helen were born to them. And today Julia Duttonis Icarning the 
Bible in the Chapel her great-grandfather labored to erect. 


REV. HORACE D. SASSAMAN 1898-1905 


“The installation service May 18, 1898 of Rev. Horace D. Sassaman as Pastor was 
an outstanding event. The trained Choir under the leadership of Dr. Cooper, organist, 
gavea recital. The ministers who took part in the service were from Boonton, 
Rockaway, Whippany and Morristown. They represented the greater part of the 
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original Parish of our Parish Church on the Whippanong Sein in the eight- 
eenth Century.” The responses were heartily given by the congregation and Pastor- 
elect, indicating the fellowship which existed. \ 

In 1900 there were “4 Elders, 5 Trustees, 105 Members, Sunday School Mem- 
bership of 303. Total Expenditure $2,074.84. Minister’s Salary $800.00 with 
Parsonage and 4 weeks vacation. 

A Home Department of the Sunday School was organized November 8, 1899, with 
Mrs. George B. Smith, Superintendent and Membership of 52.” 

Mrs. Sassaman organized the Ladies Aid Society April 1899, thus relieving the 
Missionary Society of sponsoring the Fund Raising projects for the Church, in which 
it had been active 83 years. The new Society at first met only on occasions, member- 
ship was open to all women of the Church. 

After seven years of earnest and faihtful service Rev. Sassaman resigned. 


REV. DAVID A. CRAIG, N.Y.U. ’02 Union TueEo. Sem 704 1905-1919 


Rev. David A. Craig was installed Pastor here February 7, 1906. That year the 
Odell organ was purchased, the details of which are related in the chapter on 
“Music”. In 1911 Mr. Theodore N. Vail developed, maintained and endowed the 
Vail Memorial Cemetery, and deeded it to the Trustees of the Church. 

Rev. Craig and Louise Cooper, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. E. P. Cooper, were 
married in our Church in 1909. The parsonage was redecorated for the bride and 
groom. A bathroom was added, and a new heating system was installed. Mr. Vail 
was a benefactor also in this undertaking. 

A memorable event in Rev. Craig’s pastorate was the celebration of the Centen- 
nial of the Sunday School September 27-30, 1914. There were Special Services in 
the Church in the morning and in the afternoon. Monday was “Old Home Day”. The 
Home Department was in charge of the Basket Luncheon during the intermission. In 
the afternoon there were addresses by Rev. Sassaman and Rev. Bullard, former 
Pastors of our Church. Wednesday following, The Morris County Sunday School 
Association held the County Convention at our Church. The kitchen addition to the 
Chapel was completed in time for the celebration, for which every one was thankful 
and pleased. 

The Ladies Aid Society had been for a long time desirous of having a kitchen 
added to the Chapel. When the Trustees were approached, April 14, 1914 on the mat- 
ter they were in accordance with the project, “when the Society shall have one half 
of the necessary money for the addition.” 

In June the Ladies Aid reported they had raised by subscription $694.00, and 
had secured loans from members to the amount of $500.00. As the bid of Mr. 
Bastedo on the plans of Mr. Peter DeGelleke was $1,551.00 it was resolved by the 
Trustees that “the building may begin at once”. It was completed in seven weeks. 
Repairs on the roof of both Chapel and Church were made, and the parsonage 
painted. (See Chapter “Rev. Bullard’s Pastorate” for building of the Chapel 1892). 

During World War I, Mr. Craig participated in the War emergency activities. His 
children, four sons and a daughter, were born here. Two of his sons, Edward and 
Samuel, paid the supreme sacrifice overseas in World War II. A marker to their 
memory was placed in Dr. Cooper’s family plot. Rev. Craig accepted a call from 
the Jewett Church in New York in 1919. 


REV. EDMONT P. HAINS 1919-1934 
Rev. Edmont P. Hains of Wesleyan and Drew Seminary, supplied the pulpit at 
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first. He was given a cal] to the pastorate September, 1920 and was installed Novem- 
ber 17, 1920. 

Mr. Hains was an Evangelistic minister and the attendance at Church services 
greatly increased. The Sunday School with Leon McIntire, Superintendent, expanded 
in size and with renewed interest in Bible study. The Young Peoples’ Society with 
Mr. Baumgarten, Leader, grew rapidly in membership and they were inspired not 
only in their religious activities locally, but also in the work of the Mission field. 
This Society assisted materially in the renovation of the church. 

With electrciity becoming available in this area, the church and chapel profited 
with lights fixtures were given by some of the parishioners. Power was installed for 
the organ, the church was newly carpeted and decorated, and the chapel painted. 

In the fall of 1927, a portion of the east end of the Vail Park property was 
condemned and appraised by Commissioners from the Supreme Court of New Jersey 
for an entrance from Bloomfield Avenue (Route 46) to the new school building. 
The Trustees appointed to negotiate with William Farrand and Dudley Kimball, 
members of the school board, and the Commissioners, were R. R. Webb, F. M. 
Crowell and R. W. Case. The $600.00 received from the Hanover Township School 
Board for the property was applied to the Vail Memorial Fund. 

Rev. Hains during his pastorate conducted Evangelistic Campaigns throughout the 
County and State. Invitations for his services were many. Dr. McQuilkin, Pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Orange wrote to our Session, “I have been associa- 
ted with many leading Evangelists, but I never had more appealing and more real 
soul stirring revival services than these. The preaching by Mr. Hains is of high order 
and exalts the Saviour.” 

The Gospel Tabernacle at Bloomfield Avenue and 10th Street, Newark, was 
erected and maintained by the efforts of Rev. Hains. The organizations of our 
church assisted in various ways and many of our people, including our organist, Mrs. 
Ruth Davis, members of our choir and the Young Peoples’ Society occasionally took 
part in the services at the Tabernacle. 

At the time Billy Sunday spent ten days at the Tabernacle, he was guest preacher 
in our church. Standing behind the pulpit, quietly throughout the discourse, he 
preached a memorable sermon on “Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life”. 
Mrs. Sunday was in the congregation, and they both received a spontaneous welcome. 
Our church often was filled to capacity for we had noted musicians, and many 
talented and otherwise Speakers as our guests. 

Rev, Hains established and conducted religious programs on the air. The “Happy 
Hour” on W.A.A.M. ran every day for ten years. The “Joy Hour” also known as 
“Morning Meditations” on W.A.A.T existed about seven years. He often broadcast 
on WJZ, WIP, WBS and WNYC. In 1925 Mr Hains was presented with a silver 
loving cup in Madison Square Garden by radio station WHN for broadcasting the 
greatest number of religious services that year. On occasions friends and members of 
our church participated with him on the programs. 

Our church supplied funds generously at first but could not finance all the radio 
work. The Board of National Missions of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., took 
over the financing of the broadcasting in October, 1924. 

With a diversity of projects our Treasurer, Arthur Moore, was engaged in mone- 
tary gymnastics, and the result proved him skilled in the art of accounting. 

Rev. Hains was pastor for fourteen years, In 1928, the crowning event was the 
centennial of our present church building. Rev. Hains was the author of, and directed 
the pageant of five Episodes based on the local history of our church, which was 
given during the celebration. 
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Mrs. E. Halsey Ball, “The Historian of Parsippany” in the first Episode, “The 
Children’s Hour”, related the events of the early history of the church to a group 
of children. The scene was a Massachusetts village, where a messenger from Par- 
sippany had arrived travel-stained and weary, in quest of a preacher for his Church 
in Parsippany. A program of the Centennial with a newspaper clipping has been 
placed in the exhibit for the Bi-Centennial Celebration. 


REV. GARDNER WINN 1935-1937 


Rev. Gardner Winn was installed as Pastor in 1935. Soon after, he and Mrs. Winn 
were married in our Church. They were given a Reception and the parsonage was 
renovated for the bride and groom. The Church activities progressed under their 
leadership. 

Rev. Winn resigned in 1937 as the Board of Foreign Missions had accepted his 
application made a few years previously and was sending him and his wife to a mis- 
sion field in China. He was forced to surrender during the war to the Japanese, July 
1942. Mrs. Winn and three children escaped and lived in a bark house in the forest. 
They lived off the land, and had milk from a water buffalo. They finally escaped 
to Australia in a submarine and after a week gained passage on a troop ship to San 
Francisco. Mr. Winn was interned in several, camps and finally in March 1943 was 
taken to Santo Tomas in Manila. He suffered great hardships there the last year, and 
was released in February 1945, and joined his family in Kansas. We received word 
that they returned to Korea in 1947. 


REV. PHILIP TUTTLE 1938-1940 


Rev. Philip Tuttle came from a Church in Florida and became Pastor of this 
Church in 1938. The Presbytery of Morris and Orange arranged a transfer of a 
pastor to Florida, and Rev. Tuttle was installed here. 

Routine business continued. Route 46 was being widened which involved the prop- 
erty lines of both the Church and Cemetery, all of which was satisfactorily adjusted. 

The Tuxis Commonwealth was organized for the Young Peoples’ group. Rev. 
Tuttle was Provost. (See “Tuxis Commonwealth”.) 


REV. CHARLES W. TRYON 1940-1941 


Rev. Charles Tryon, a student of Drew Seminary, became Pastor in 1940, and re- 
mained about a year. He was especially interested in the Young Peoples’ Society. 
Their Sunday services and social activities increased in attendance and enthusiasm. 

Rev. Tryon organized a Church Council, which was composed of two Representa- 
tives from each Board and Organization of the Church. The council met to confer 
and plan the best means to accomplish the aims of the Church. 


REV. RALPH R. JOHNSON, Ph.D., B.D. 194! 


Dr. Ralph R. Johnson is the Professor of Speech and Dramatics at Drew Univer- 
sity. He began his ministry here in October 1941, when he returned from Oxford, 
England. Dr. Norman Guy was Co-Pastor on alternating Sundays for the first year 
of Dr. Johnson’s ministry. 

This was the beginning of the War period. Dr. Johnson had mutual feelings in 
his pastoral relations with the families of those in the service as his son also served in 
the armed forces. 

Dr. and Mrs. Johnson moved their home from Madison to the Parsonage in 1944. 
In preparation, the Societies of the Church made extensive improvements in the 
Parsonage; from the new roof down through the Manse to the coal bin. With the 
remodeling and decorating the “new home” was made ready. 
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Rev. Johnson was given a leave of absence the year of 1948-1949. He returned to 
Oxford, England to resume his study. Son, Ralph, Jr., at the same time entered 
Oxford, and is now engaged as a Co-ordinator of Christian Service in California. 

Dr. Guy returned to the parish for the year and ministered to his many friends. 
Rev. Guy will long be remembered here for his ministry, and by his book, “Win- 
dows of Faith”. Mr. Foulks, Suprintendent of the Sunday School, presented copies 
of this book to a large group of young people when they united with the Church. 

Memorable events for the Parishioners and the Johnson family occurred in our 
Church when their daughter, Martha, was married in the sanctuary. Then to com- 
memorate the 10th Anniversary of Dr. Johnson’s Pastorate, a reception to honor him 
and Mrs. Johnson was given by the members of the Parish on October 13, 1951 in 
the Chapel. 

New Societies have been organized in the Church, which contribute to the social 
and religous activitics of the community. Many of their accomplished aims are 
related here in the chapters, “Organizations of the Church,” “Music,” ‘Restoration 
Period,” and ‘““Annual Reports 1954.” 

The most recent Board to be appointed was the Board of Deacons. The members 
of the Board have been of great assistance to the Pastor. A Board of Deacons is a 
return to procedure existing in the early Church of the Parish. In that former Church 
building located in the “burying ground”, the pew in front of the Pulpit was 
marked, “Deacons’ Pew.” 

Dr. Johnson became a member of the Morris and Orange Presbytery, September 
22, 1953, and was made Moderator of this Church. He was officially installed as 
Pastor on February 11, 1954. Rev. Milton Emmons, Moderator of Presbytery per- 
sided at the service, after which a Reception was held in the Chapel. 

On Palm Sunday, April 11, 1954 at the morning service, forty-seven people were 
reccived in the Fellowship of the Church. This is the greatest number ever to join our 
Church at one time. In the evening Mr. Walter Giannini, organist and the Choir 
presented a Musical Service. 


Easter, 1954 


Sunrise Service—5:45 A.M. Worship Service 9:15 A. M. 
Easter Breakfast, Chapel Worship Service—11:00 A. M. 


During Dr. Johnson’s pastorate, Parsippany has doubled and redoubled its popu- 
lation, and with his devoted pastoral service Church attendance has also doubled and 
redoubled. Parsippany changed from a rural community to a suburban community, and 
the Church entered a new era. 


RESTORATLON Era 1944-1950 


The general concern of the Presbyterians, in regard to the deterioration of the 
Church building and Chapel reached a climax in January, 1946. Mr. F. N. Benedict, 
chairman of the building and grounds committee prepared a detailed estimate of 
$5,400.00 for the most necessary repairs. | 

Mr. Lloyd W. Smith, a regular contributor to the church, gave the impetus for a 
drive to raise funds for the improvements, by offering to match all money raised by 
Congregational activities up to $2,500.00. 

A Special Repair and Improvement Fund account was opened by the Trustecs with 
the Treasurer, and a Co-Treasurer appointed by the Women’s Auxiliary, Mrs. Francis 
on January 29, 1946. 

The Auxiliary turned over cash and War Bonds totaling $949.00 and the Trustces 
added their available $400.00. Mr. Smith immediately matched the amount and 
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the drive was launched. As money was raised by all the Organizatoins of the church, 
Mr. Smith also contributed the same amount. By March, 1948 improvements costing 
$6,679.00 were completed with a balance of $500.00 on hand. 

Rev. Johnson, the Trustees, and the men of the Parish contributed hundreds of 
hours of actual labor to the Restoration of the Church Property. The Church, Chapel, 
Parsonage and sheds were completed on a pay as you go basis. The Parishioners gave 
liberally of their time, labor and money. 

All receipts and disbursements may be found in the Repair and Improvement Fund 
Account. 

A few of the disbursements are listed as follows: 


June 29, 1946 Reconditioning Organ $750.00 

August 24, 1946 Painting Church inside and out 1.578.00 

September 13, 1947 Painting exterior of Chapel 445.00 

October 22, 1947 Shed roof 810.00 

November 13, 1947 Balance on Church Carpet 750.00 

March 4, 1948 Insulation Chapel 228.00 
(Labor was donated) 

April 22, 1948 Parsonage Kitchen floor 88.50 

August 20, 1949 Lecture Room Expense 789.63 

September 1, 1949 Cement for floor, Church basement 134.23 

(Labor donated) 

September 29, 1949 Balance on new heating system 605.00 
(Contract price heating system $1,771.00) 

October 10, 1949 Rest Rooms, Plumbing 305.00 

October 18, 1949 Cesspool 350.00 

March 31, 1950 Redecorating Manse 178.70 

May 17, 1950 Stone & Oil for Driveways 273.63 
(Labor donated) 

July 1951 Chapel Floor Material 225.75 


(Labor donated) 


This Fund raising was continued until 1951, when a new roof was put on the 
Church at a cost of $3,081.47. By this time Mr. Smith had contributed $3,700 
toward the improvements costnig $15,064. Every Organization had worked to raise 
money, and there were many donations by individuals. 
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THE THREE PARSONAGES 
THE First ParsonaGE 1776-1834 


On October 4, 1774, it was voted at a Parish Meeting to buy Asher Smith’s plan- 
tation for 200 pounds for a parsonage. These 22 acres, just west of Littleton Road 
‘on Route 46, is the present Atlanthus Hall property. At a subsequent meeting in 
November it was voted “That Captain John Stiles, Job Baldwin, Ebenezer Farrand, 
Jr., and Isaac Halsey shall give the bond for the parsonage and that Capt. John Stiles 
shal] take the deed in behalf of the church”. Being just prior to the Revolutionary 
War, there was much difficulty in raising money for the parsonage and for the 
completion of the Second Meeting House. “Elders Thomas Crane, Samuel Hennion 
and Job Baldwin went to the parishes of Caldwell, Newark, Westfield and Mendham 
to ask a favor of them, which was a custom in those days when in dire need. The 
church was unfinished and unsealed, the parsonage was small and inadequate, and 
had no barn”. According to the records, “They had made up their minds to bear thcir 
own burdens’. “Measures were resolutely taken each year to sustain the gospel and 
carry on the work. They suffered themselves annually to be assessed and appointed 
collectors for the Middle, the Western, the Troy and the Pequannock districts and 
gave voluntary contributions when possible”. “Money became worth twenty cents on 
a dollar, and even less”. Finally by 1776 the parsonage was fixed sufficiently for the 
Pastor, Rev. Grover to move there with his bride, Sarah Howell. This parsonage was 
the home of Rev. Grover, Rev. Abner Benedict and Rev. Samuel Phelps. Rev. John 
Ford lived in it from 1816 until 1834 when it was sold at public vendue to Mr. 
Wm. C. H. Waddell for $2,259.85. 
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The Second Parsonage, 


The Second Parsonage, 1834-1875 


With the proceeds of the sale of the First Parsonage, property was purchased from 
Martin Bowlsby at the corner, Route 46 and Baldwin Road ,the present home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Baldwin) for $2,250. It comprised about 70 acres, alterations 
and repairs were made on the house and Rev. Ford soon moved there. It was occupied 
by Rev. Sutton, Rev. Joseph Board and Rev. F. A. Brown, who were each pastors here 
for a brief time. In 1860 dyring the pastorate of Rev. Frederick Judd a committee 
was instructed to proceed to repair and remodel the parsonage and also to build a 
barn on the premises. (The details of these alterations are given in Rev. Judd’s Chap- 
ter). Dr. Charles Parker resided here four years, until 1875 when the remainder of 
the property was sold to Mr. Edward E. Baldwin. Previously, in 1859, the acreage 
was sold at a vendue to Mr. Monroe Howell and Mr. E. E. Baldwin. 
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The Present Parsonage 


THE Turrp, or Present PARSONAGE 


Col. J. Condit Smith owned the property adjoining the church on Paddleford 
Hill which he gave to the Trustees for the Third Parsonage. A stipulation was 
made in the deed that this property shall always be used for church purposes. On 
April 11, 1874 a Committee, Mr. Monroe Howell, Stephen H. Condit and Garret 
DeMott were appointed to build the parsonage. They were instructed that the expense 
of the building should not exceed $4,000.00. The plan of the house, the specifica- 
tions, accounts, and receipts were among papers recently received from Mr. Lloyd 
smith. This parsonage was built in 1876. 

Dr. C. C. Parker and his family were the first occupants of the Third Parsonage, 
the present Parsonage. 
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BRONZE PLAQUES ON CEMETERY GATE POSTS 


VAIL MEMORIAL 
DONATED AND ENDOWED 
by 
THEODORE N. VAIL 


DEED TO THE 


PARSIPPANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BURYING GROUND of 
DEED NOV. 30, 1745 PARSIPPANY, N. J. 
GEORGE BOWLBY Sept. 14, 1911 
to Pastor 
ICHABOD TOMPKINS REV. DAVID A. CRAIG 
SIMEON VAN WINCKLE Trustees 
TRUSTEES THEODORE S. CONDIT 
The Original plot composed two WILLIAM C. BATES 
_ and one quarter acres WILLIAM B. BENEDICT 


JOHN KITCHELL 
RAYMOND R. WEBB 
WILLIAM O. FARRAND 


THE CEMETERY 
The Parsippany Burying Ground, 1745 


The Parsippany Burying Ground was deeded to Icabod Tompkins and Simeon 
Van Winckle, Trustees,on November 30, 1745 by George Bowlby. “The tract or 
parcel of land consisting of two and a quarter acres and premises with all the buildings 
and improvements thereon near the Persipaning Brook for the consideration of Two 
pounds current money of New Jersey, to the religious society of people commonly 
called Presbyterians in the Township of Hanover for a place for the erecting a 
meeting house upon and for a burying place.” 

The meeting house was erected in 1755, when the Parish Church on the Whip- 
panong River was disbanded. Rev. Jacob Green, pastor of the Whippanong Church, 
became the pastor in Parsippany. This church was probably a log structure and was 
replaced about 1770, with a plain two story building without bell or steeple. 


_Vail_Memorial Cemetery, 1911 


On July 13, 1911, Mr. Theodore N. Vail wrote a letter to Mr. Andrew L. Cobb, 
President of the Parsippany Cemetery Board, in which he said that he, “Would un- 
dertake to deed to the church authorities the properties opposite the Church—that 
is, all of the O’Neil and Hammond property, and parts of the Baldwin and Righter 
properties, upon one condition, that being—it shall always remain as a public park 
and cemetery with the old Church”. It is further stated in his last will, “That the 
church building and the Righter home shall be maintained in good order and repair, 
and so far as possible, the same in external appearance .as at present, and in the event 
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of the violation of this condition said fund shall revert to my estate.” In the 
preceding paragraph in his will it states, “I give and devise to the Trustees of the 
Parsippany Presbyterian Church, a sum not exceeding $100,000.00. The annual in- 
come from which shall maintain the grave yard, where members of my family are 
buried, the Righter House, the grounds surrounding the Church, and the land given 
by me.” This Trust Fund was received December 4, 1920. 


Mr. Vail died April 19, 1920. Until this time he had placed sufficient funds, 
$500.00 a month, in the hands of the Cemetery Committee, Mr. William C. Bates, 
Edward E. Baldwin and Andrew L. Cobb, Treasurer, to maintain the cemetery, park, 
and church grounds which he had developed and improved. The green house was 
built to provide plants and flowers for the cemetery and the church. The cemetery 
and the park outside the walls were beautifully kept many years under the personal 
supervision of Dr. Applegate, brother-in-law of Mr. Vail. (Cost of upkeep was lower.) 

Mr. Vail’s family plot was formerly in the old part of the cemetery. He moved 
the monument and graves to the new cemetery, and gave the old plot to the Parsip- 
panong Chapter D.A.R., on which they erected the Soldiers’ Monument. 

The memories of his family connections in Parsippany, and of his early years were 
indelibly impressed upon his mind and affections. His father, David Vail, married 
Phoebe Quinby of Parsippany. The names of her family, the Quinby’s and DeHart’s, 
appear as early as 1799 in the history of our church. Isaac Quinby, Mr. Vail’s grand- 
father, was on the committee to build our present church in 1828. 

When Mr. Vail built his home in Morristown, about 1911, he had the scene in 
one panel of the bronze doors at the entrance of his home, depicting his father and 
mother having a picnic lunch .:on the church grounds in the cemetery, between the 
morning and afternoon services, as was the custom of the parishioners in those early 
days. (Sce “The Second Church’). In this panel, also, is the picture of our present 
church, which his grandfather, Isaac Quinby, helped to build. This panel is at the 
top of the right hand bronze door. 

The Vail home is now the Morristown Municipal Building on South Street. 

Mr. Vail was President of the American Telephone and Telegraph Company and 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company in 1913, when the systems were tempo - 
rarilyr taken over by the Government. Later he became chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the A.T.T. Co. 

Mr. Vail’s family was among the earliest settlers in the Parish of Whippanong, 
which included Parsippanong. 
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MEMORIALS 


a 
MarBLE TABLET 


Rev. John Ford 
Pastor of this Church 
From 1816-1857 
“Next to God, I love my people.” 


The marble tablet, bearing the above inscription, was placed in the Church May 
6, 1892. The marble was the top of the Communion Table that Mr. Ford used during 
his pastorate. 


MEMORIAL FLAGS 


The Flag of the United States in the Church was presented in Memory of Andrew 
L. Cobb, by his wife Mary Righter Cobb. Mr. Cobb was a Trustee of the Church, 
Chairman of the Cemetery Board, and a member of the Choir many years. 


The Flag of the United States in the Lecture Room was presented in memory 
of Mr. and Mrs. E. Halsey Ball by their daughter, Helen Ball Farrand. Dedicated 
March 5, 1950. 

Mr. Ball was a Teacher in the Sunday School, and Superintendent of the School for 
twenty-seven years. 

Annette C. Ball, his wife, was a Teacher in the Sunday School many years. 


The Christian Flag in the Church was presented in Memory of Isaac Baas, Elder 
and Frederick M. Crowell, Trustee, by the officers of the Church. 


BAPTISMAL FONT 


“In loving Memory of 
Isaac L. Condit 
Superintendent of this Sunday School 1866-1898” 
The date 1898 was the year of his death; according to the Session book he had 
resigned “from all active Church duties” in 1896. 


THE PULPIT BIBLE 


The Sunday School presented the Pulpit Bible January 16, 1955 “In memory 
of Judd Condit, Superintendent 1896-1902.” 

(The Trustees’ records show the purchase of a Bible in 1859 for $47.00. This 
was a considerable sum of money at that time and this Bible may have been the 
Pulpit Bible in use until 1955. However, the Bible was not described in the Trustee 
records, nor did it contain any inscription.) 


HYMNALS 


Many of the Hymnals in the Church pews were given by members of the Con- 
gregation in memory of members of their family. 


MEMORIAL WINDOWS 


When our present church was built in 1828, the specifications for the windows 
were that “The main sections of the window were to have 126 lights of 7x9 glass, 
and extra lights in the Gothic heads, the pointed arches’. 

These windows were shuttered, which not only protected the small panes of glass 
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from breakage, but served as a protection from the inclement weather seeping into 
the building. (Foot stoves and extra shawls, too, provided bodily comfort). 

As years went bv the frames of the windows and shutters became so deteriorated, 
that in 1902 a window committee was appointed—Phineas Farrand, S. Hobart 
Condit, and E. Halsey Ball. The Ladies Aid and the Committee held conferences. 

Mr. Henry Grimes, Sr., was asked to give an estimate on new windows in exact 
reproduction of the old, and Mr. Sellers of New York was also consulted on the 
proposition. Mr. Sellers had completed installing stained glass windows in the Dover 
and Boonton churches a year or two previously. 

At a Congregational meeting, when all the pros and cons were expressed, (there 
were many), the decision was to have Mr. Sellers install opalescent or cathedral glass 
windows. The cost of each window was $125.00, the half window over the rear door 
to cost $53.40. 

Twelve hundred dollars for the windows, and more for the incidental work was 
a great outlay in 1900 (School teachers in town then, received $435.00 a year). How- 
ever, there was one hopeful outlook—The Ladies Aid Treasury afforded $240.00, and 
three members, Mrs. Ball, Mrs. Leonard and Mrs. B. F. Howell, each had the promise 
of a Memorial window, if such windows were installed. 

“On Saturday morning, March 7, 1903, there arrived at the freight depot in 
Boonton one and a half tons of glass and sash, and 100 pounds of putty. It was 
carted to the church with care, on two spring wagons, with steady teams over snowy 
roads.” 

Today, we enjoy the soft light through these Memorial windows. Six of them 
were given by relatives of the deceased and the Ladies Aid assisted with funds for 
the others. Each window has an emblem at the top symbolic of the life of the person 
for whom the memorial is placed. At the bottom, are the names, dates and quotations. 
_ The window to the right of the pulpit is in memory of Rev. John Ford, Pastor 
1816-1857. The emblem is the open Bible, significant of his life, and Christian 
work. He was a linguist, an educator, and a noted preacher, It is said, that he fre- 
quently asked the congregation for a text and would proceed to preach the sermon. 
He was author of the poem written for the dedication of this church October8, 
1828. (“The Ode” in Chapter “The Third Meeting House’’). 

The window to the left of the pulpit is in memory of Dr. Charles C, Parker and 
his wife, Elizabeth Fleming. The emblem is the Cross, significant of his Christian 
faith. He was pastor 1871-1880; a sincere and ambitious leader. He is greatly es- 
teemed for his research, and for his historical sermons of the Parish. 

One Memorial is for Rev. Elihn Doty and his wife, Eleanor Smith of Troy Hills, 
They were married in this church in 1847, and embarked on a sailing vessel for the 
Mission field in Amoy, China. The emblem of their window is a Cross and a Globe, 
significant of Christ’s command, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel.” 
The quotation below their names is, “Thy kingdom come”, (Note—See article “Mis- 
sionaries”’), 

The window in the rear of the church is a memorial for Isaac L. Condit, 1822- 
1881, and his wife, Mary E. Stout. Mr. Condit was Elder of this church and Super- 
intendent of the Sunday School many years. The emblem in the window is the 
Chalice, a cup of grapes, signifying our Communion Service. The Bible reference 
is Luke 10:30-37—The story of the Good Samaritan. 

The window, next, is a memorial for Monroe Howell, and his wife, Henrietta 
Clay, and their daughter, Harriet Stevens. Mr. Howell served as Trustee of the 
Church many years. The emblem in their window is the Crown, significant of 
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In the center of the church, near his family pew, is the Memorial window for 
Thomas Osborne Smith. In 1849 he was appointed Chorister in the church and served 
forty-three years. The emblem is a Scroll, the quotation, “Sing praises unto his name.” 

The opposite window is a memorial for Edward Estile Baldwin, a lad of fourteen, 
who died suddenly of pneumonia. The emblem is a Dove, signifying peace, gentle- 
ness, and endearment. The Bible quotation is ““Then Jesus beholding him, loved him.” 

"The memorial window next is for Eliza Halsey Cobb, 1824-1902. She was an 
earnest Christian, greatly intereseted in Sunday School; and a member of the Bible 
Class at time of death. The emblem, a Shcaf of Wheat, indicates the fulfillment of 
life—the Harvest. 

The last window in the rear of the church is a Memorial for Dr. Stephen Fair- 
child, 1792-1872, and his wife, Euphemia Brincherhoff, and their son Dr. Richard 
Van Wyck Fairchild. Father and son were local physicians of State fame. They 
were both Trustees of this church. Early members of their family were members 
of our original Parish Church on the Whippanong River, built in 1718. 

Note—These windows were repaired in 1953 at a cast of $250.00. 

(An estimate made by I. H. Doremus of Montclair, August 24, 1875 for stained 
glass windows for the Parsippany Church which was not carried through.) 
Drawing No. 1! 

10 windows with plain wood rims at $60.00 

17 double iron ventillators $469.99 

17 single iron ventilators $420.00 


Drawing No. 2 
10 windows with sliding sash $100.00 
The stained glass $350.00 
The estimate was sent to Mr. Monroe Howell. 
There were ten windows in the body of the Church at this time, for the one had 
not been cut through for the back door, it was made a doorway when the Chapel 
was built. 


MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


Mr. Elias Baumgarten’s Sunday School Class of 1930 financed the building of a 
Chapel in Borneo in 1932. The building was to be used as a Missoin School and was 
namedthe Paul Condit Memorial Chapel, in memory of Paul Condit, a member of 
the Class, who died in 1930. 

The Memorial Fund was over-subscribed, and the remainder of this fund was 
used to install the wall lights, presently in use, in our Church. The lights were 
dedicated by John CrowcHl, one Sunday morning in May, 1938. 

Other members of the Class were as follows:—Peter DeGelleke, Garret De Gell- 
eke, Arthur Paulmier, Jr., Charles Cook, Frank Cook, Edward Ocks, Herbert Oats, 
George Sliver, Edward Baldwin, George Baker, Charles Bates, Clarence Bates, 
and Robert Van Fleet. 
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Orcan MeEmoriat Priagugs 


In grateful appreciation for the contributions of funds, services, and memorials 


given by the members and friends of the 
PARSIPPANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


In Memorian 


William E. Baldwin 
Marjorie S .Baldwin 

E. Halsey Ball 

Annette H. Ball 

Frederick Brocklebank 
Charles DeH. Condit 
Judd Condit 

Paul L. T. Condit 
Stephen Hobart Condit 
Edward P. Cooper, M.D. 
Mildred Righter Cunningham 
Richard Charles DeBoey 
Charles W. Dennis 
Margaret S. Dennis 
Phineas Farrand 

Susan O. Farrand 

Irvin T. Francis 


Rev. John Ford 


Benjamin F. Howell 
Caroline Q. Howell 
Ida Redington Johnson 
E. L. Minard, M.D. 
Stephen H. Paulmier 
Augusta Paulmier 
John Schaible 

Annie V. Skillman 
Andrew J. Smith 
Mary Doty Smith 
Mary L. Smith 

Mary R. Cobb Tunis 
Kathryn S. Webb 
Edward E. Williams 
Walter K. Waddock 
Elizabeth A. Waddock 
Robert W. VanFleet 


1953 


oT I BT rr ar ene 
In Memory of 


WILLIAM ARTHUR CONDIT 


April 6, 1885 
October 20, 1943 


* This placque was placed on the organ in order to comply with the terms of Mr. 
Condit’s will. 
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Rott or Honor 
World War II 


Henry C. Delong 
Lowell Tuttle 


Robert W. Van Fleet 





George Vreeland 


Baldwin, Alfred T. 
Baldwin, Howard S., 
Baldwin, John L. 
Barr, Lawrence 
Benedict, Farrand N. 
Buch, Arnold 

Buis, George 
Burns, Robert 
Castimore, Barton 
Clifford, Arthur 
Cook, Charles R. 
Cook, Frank P. 
Cholhagian, John 
DeGelleke, John E. 
Farrand, Edward P. 
Gilliland, Meroyn 
Grimes, Allen K. 
Grimes, H. Shirley 
Hintz, Edmund 
Hintz, Robert 
Howell, Daphne F. 
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Howell, Samuel F. 
Howell, Willis W. 
Iverson, Thomas 
Kimball, Edwin W. 
Losey, Walter T. 
Mitchell, John D. 
Paulmier, Philip S. 
Rule, Donald 
Schaible, George W. 
Scouten, Floyd 
Steen, Ivar 

Steen, Robert W. 
Steinert, Charles 
Steinert, George 
Stiff, George 
Symonds, Joan 
Tuttle, Marcus J. 
Vreeland, Arthur 
Webb, Robert R. 


Whitmore. Marjorie L. M. 


BEQUESTS 


Mrs. George B. Smith (Eleanor Doty) 1937 
For the benefit of the Auxiliary and Missionary Societies. 


Mrs. George B. Baldwin (Eliza A. Zeek) 1940 
The income to be used for the benefit of the Church 


Miss Eleanor A. Smith 1927 
For the benefit of the Church 


Miss Mary L. Smith 1941 
The income to be used for the benefit of the Church. 


Mrs. Isaac Bass (Jennie Tillema) 1945 
For the benefit of the Missionary Society. 


Miss Elizabeth Condit 1951 
For the benefit of the Church and Cemetery. 


Mrs. Herbert D. Tunis (Mary Righter Cobb) 1952 
For the benefit of the Church and the Missionary Society. 


Mr. William A. Condit 1954 
For the benefit of the Church. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL ORGANIZED 1814 


Miss Jane Howell is believed to have been the founder of the Parsippany Presby- 
terian Sunday School. She became the wife of Rev. John Ford, who was the Pastor 
of the church from 1816-1857; and according to the records her first scholar was a 
colored girl. She said that the school was started for the purpose of teaching those 
who had no religious instruction at home. The Sunday School was held in the old 
church at the foot of the hill in front part of the cemetery. Euphemia Brinkerhoff, 
later Mrs. Stephen Fairchild, was one of the first teachers in the school. There have 
been a number of Sunday Schools in the Parish. From a diary of Mrs. Walter 
Kirkpatrick written in 1848 we read this sentence, “Just returned from Sunday 
School in Troy Academy where I have a class of large boys, and where I attended 
as a scholar twenty years ago, which was fourteen years after the founding of the 
Sunday School” in the old church. That was the year 1828 in which the present 
church was built on the hill. The old church in the cemetery was disbanded in 1829 
and the Sunday School was taken to Troy, where there were uninterrupted sessions 
for more than fifty years. The average enrollment for the last six years of its exis- 
tence was forty-five pupils. Mr. Silas Baldwin was the first Superintendent of whom 
we have record. (See Troy Academy, page—) 

Mr. Archibald Green succeeded Mr. Baldwin and served about 20 years until 
1864 when Mr. William Condit assumed the superintendency. Among the many who 
taught in the Troy Sunday School were Mrs. Hobart Condit, Mrs. Phineas Farrand, 
Mrs. Annie Quinby, Mrs. Theodore Condit and Miss Mary Smith, with Mrs. S. 
Hobart Condit, Superintendent. 

Mrs. Catherine Lyon Hammond of Boonton says that she, with her brother and 
sister, attended a small Sunday School in the old parsonage situated near the old 
church which was conducted by Miss Mary Ford, daughter of Rev. John Ford. Mrs. 
Hammond also tells us that they were not allowed to go away from their farm on 
Sunday, except to attend church and Sunday School or to visit the cemetery. 

By inference, there was a Sunday School in the old Brick school house in Parsip- 
pany conducted by Mr. George Righter. In 1859 this building was destroyed by 
fire. 

Mr. Benjamin S. Condit was holding another Sunday School in our Parish at the 
Old Boonton School House with an average attendance of 21 scholars and 6 teachers, 

In 1880, the Troy Sunday School united with the one at the Church. Mr. Isaac 
Condit continued as Superintendent until 1896, a period of thirty years. He resigned 
then from all active duties of the Church. He passed away in 1898. 

Mr. Judd Condit was his successor and served until 1902, when Mr. E. Halsey 
Ball was elected and served as assistant Superintendent and Superintendent for 27 
years. On July 11, 1920 the Sunday School presented Mr. Ball with an engraved 
loving-cup for his long faithful service. 

The Sunday School celebrated its Centennial in 1914. There were 65 scholars, 
three officers — Mr. Ball, Superintendent; Mr. F. Johnson, Assistant; and Cora 
Smith, Secretary. The eight’ teachers were Mr. Craig, Pastor; Mrs. A. L. Cobb; Mrs. 
B. F. Howell; Mrs. W. E. Baldwin; Miss L. M. Smith; Mrs. E. H. Ball; Agnes 
Teats and Dorothy Applegate. The Home department with Mrs. George B. Smith, 
Superintendent, numbered 65 and the Cradle Roll had 12 members. 

Mrs. Caroline S. Howell became acting superintendent, until Mr. Howard Demar- 
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est was elected in 1922 and served four years. Mr. Leon McIntire was appointed Sup- 
erintendent in 1927. 

The School contributed annually to Missions through Grace Wilder in India, to the 
Fresh Air Fund, to the Near East Relief cause, to the Blind Babies of Summit, and 
for supplies for the Sunday School at the Morris County Children’s Home. 

Following Mr. McIntire for a period of several years, our Sunday School was con- 
ducted by faithful teachers, who met the spiritual and social needs of their pupils. 
Under such leadership were the following—Mr. Elias Baumgarten, Mr. Irvin T. 
Francis, Miss Bessie Devon and Mr. Kaiser. 

Since 1944, Mr. Raymond Foulks has diligently served as leader with an earnest 
corps of teachers. Due to the rapid influx of people to the community, and the normal 
growth of the church, it became necessary to restore the Lecture Room in the basement 
for additional class-rooms, the purpose for which it was originally constructed and used 
until coal furnaces were placed in the basement. Its restoration was chiefly accomplished 
by the Elders and Trustees, and the young men of the Church, In the back part of 
the Lecture Room an oil burner and rest rooms were installed. 

Fully restored and furnished, the Lecture Room was dedicated in September, 1949. 

Five years ago, in 1949, the Annual Reports stated “105” pupils, 6 officers» average 
attendance 85, the home department 20, and cradle roll 59”. The cost to maintain the 
school was about $500.00, Which was covered by the collections, donations, and by 
the Church. The School contributed $50.00 for Mission work among children. From 
the savings of a few years, a projector was purchased for the use of the school and 
Parish. 

A Nursery School is held in the Chapel in order that parents may attend the Church 
service. 

A new course of study “Christian Faith and Life,’ was introduced in 1948, and 
has been successful in its approach to many parents, as well as a direct appeal to the 
pupils in religious training. 

Recently a Junior Church was arranged to be held quarterly for the members of the 
Sunday School. The regular Sunday morning service was adapted for this Junior Church. 
The Pastor conducts the service and preaches the sermon. Members of the school attend 
to the ushering and the offering. 

Mr. Foulks interested the School in giving a Memorial Pulpit Bible to the Church. 
(See Chapter ‘“Memorials’’). 

Mr. Raymond Foulks resigned in September, 1954 after ten years of conscientious 
service. As a token of appreciation for his generous and faithful service, the teachers 
presented him with a Holy Bible . 

Mr. Russel Stauffer is the present Superintendent of the Sunday School. 


”» 
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MUSIC 


Music is most essential in all worship services. In the Psalms we read “Sing praises 
unto the Lord: praise Him with stringed instruments and organs”. According to the 
early records of the “Percipany Church”, we read that it was voted at a meeting in 
April 1780, “that the old tunes were to be sung on the Sabbath in the forenoon, the 
rest of the time such tunes as the singers think proper. Mr. Samuel Frost, the Chorister, 
shall have leave to call to his assistance such persons as he shall think proper for setting 
the Psalms.” 

Choristers to Read and Set the Psalms— 


1775 Jabsh Halsey 1791 Isaac Mitchell 
John Frost Nathaniel Douglass 

1788 Daniel Farrand 1830 Ashbel Burnett 
Simeon ‘Tappan 1841 David Quinby 
Thomas VanWinckle Frederick Stone 


In 1849 Mr. Thomas O. Smith became Chorister, and served a term of forty-three 
years. A Memorial window was placed in his memory near his family pew. It bears 
the inscription, “Sing praises unto His name—Ps, 135:3”. ; 

At a Parish meeting in 1834 Hiram Smith and David Quimby were empowered 
“to circulate a subscription for the purpose of engaging Mr. Maybe to play the bass 
viol on the Sabbath for one year.” 

The first organ we find mentioned for the Church was purchased in 1864 by 
Mr. Thomas O. Smith, William Bates, and John Mitchell: This organ was used about 
ten years until a larger one was purchased. It was an Esty Organ, costing $360.00. 
This Organ was installed in the back part of the gallery, and it remained in use 
until the Odell pipe organ, recommended by Dr. Cooper, was purchased. This was also 
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a manually pumped organ. About 1921, when electricity became available, the Aid 
Society installed a motor in the organ costing $550.00 

Dr. Cooper was organist and choir Director for many years, though not consecu- 
tively. His son, William, was his successor. William was the most active member of 
the Committee to purchase the Odell organ. 

At a meeting on May 21, 1906, twenty-five to three voted in favor of placing 
the new organ back of the pulpit. This necessitated using part of the vestibule, and 
closing the middle front door of the Church. 

The alterations in the Church were made by Henry Grimes and Hopler. The 
Ladies Aid assisted by raising funds and providing the furnishings, and making the 
drapes for the Choir rail. When all was completed, William Cooper, the Choir and 
Dr. Cooper arranged an Organ Recital, which won great acclaim. 

On March 17, 1907, William Cooper, Organist and Treasurer of the Organ fund 
made the following report: 


“Total funds subscribed for the Odell Organ $2,126.25 
Disbursements 

Organ $1,600.00 

To Grimes & Hoppler 235.00 

Cleaning the Church 18.00 

Organ Recital 24.75 

30 Hymn Books 23.00 

Mirror and Lamp L7s75 

Pipe, tile and carting 17.72 

For additional heat 200.00 


$2,126.25 


Among those who have served as organists of the Church are— 


Dr. Edward P. Cooper 
Mrs. S. Homer Mitchell 


Mrs. Farrand Howell 
Mr. I. T. Francis 


Mrs. T. O. Smith 
Harry Condit 
William Cooper 
Pierson Leonard 
Mrs. John Baldwin 
Mrs. Ruth Davis 
Miss Louise Dawson 


Mrs. James Eyster 
Mr. Isaac Patten 
Miss Elizabeth Beach 
Miss Jane Swensen 
Mrs. Howard Tyson 
Mr. Walter Giannini 


All have furnished music for the Worship Services. Many have arranged entertain- 
ments for pleasure and profit. For special observances the Choirs have arranged musi- 
cales, cantatas and concerts. “The Old Foulk Concert” and “King Winter’ presented 
at the turn of the century are still topics of conversation among the older members 
of the parish. 

For nearly fifty years the Odell organ called the congregation to worship. 

The Odell Organ was reconditioned in June, 1946, at the cost of $750.00 and sub- 
sequently there were frequent repairs. When a bill of $78.00 was paid, the gentleman 
for repairs in March ’52 he suggested that a new organ would be more economical. 

By June 15, 1952, an Organ Committee with representatives from each organization 
of the Church had been appointed; Mrs. I. T. Francis, Chairman, Mrs. Richard 
Baldwin, Secretary and Mrs. Judd Condit, Custodian. A Parish Meeting was called, 
at which Mr. John Wright representing the Trustees, presented the results of the 
investigation from the leading manufacturers of Organs. Mr. Wright also presented 
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a plan of financing the purchase of an organ. A vote of confidence was given the 
Committee, and a pledge campaign was started. 

By November, $5,334 had been raised of which $3,423 was in cash. This being 
more than two-thirds of the cost of the Paragallo basic organ, the Trustecs placed the 
order. 

Plans for installing the organ began by the men of the Church in January 1953. 
With materials at hand they labored days and nights to accomplish the undertaking. 

The cost of the organ was $7,250, which included the chimes and other additional 
stops. The alterations, choir pews, and appointments amounted to $1,376.84, making the 
total cost of the organ $8,626.84. 

More money was contributed than spent, leaving a balance of $870.92 in the 
Special Fund account. There were eigthy-five contributors to the fund including the 
Auxiliary and Young Peoples’ Societies. Some of the contributors gave in the form of 
Memarials. 

On Sunday afternoon, May 17, 1953 the new organ was dedicated. The special 
music so well rendered by the Organist and Choir was recorded. 

At the morning service on this day, the 125th Anniversary of the building of the 
Church was commemorrated. Mrs. Farrand Benedict arranged the service. Dr. Johnson 
preached a historical sermon. The Scripture from Haggi and the Chronicles were read 
by Harold Farrand, a descendant of Rev. Ford. These Books of the Bible were favor- 
ites of Rev. Ford. He chose the theme from them for his “Ode of Dedication.” 

The old hymns set “To the old tunes were sung on the Sabbath in the forenoon.” 
Then to complete the quotation, “The rest of the time such tunes as the singers think 
proper,” were used in the afternoon at the dedication of the new organ. (See Page 48.) 
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ORGANIZATIONS OF THE CHURCH 


THE WomMeEn’s Missionary SocrETyY 1816 


Organized 1816— 

This Society has the distinction of being one of the oldest organizations in our 
Church and in the State, functioning continuously since 1816. It was organized by 
forty-nine women of our Parish under the leadership of Mrs. John Ford. The name 
at that time was “The Female Evangelist Society of Parsippany”. The names of Charter 
Members may be read on the presentation page of the Pulpit Bible in the Lecture Room. 


Purpose 

In brief, “To lend pecuniary aid for dispensing the knowledge of God to the des- 
titute, either by Mwsionary or Bible purposes as shall be judged most necessary. The 
term of office to be one year. The meetings are to be opened and closed with prayer.” 


Dues 
“The dues were 52 cents or more—not to exclude donations from the other sex— 
only a majority shall ever be able to displace a member.” 
Meetings 

The Constitution called “for at least one meeting a year.” However, “they met 
weckly in each others’ homes to work, confer, and pray together.” 


Re-Organized 1826 

The Society was reorganized on October 26 as “The Female Benevolent Working 
Society”’ by Jane Howell, President; a charter member and Treasurer. Several years 
later, she and Rev. Ford were married one Sunday morning in the Church after the 
Service. 


Pur pose 

“To lend aid to the church, and care for the needy in the Parish. The Society ap- 
plied to the Mission Board in N. Y C. for Home Missionary families to whom they 
shipped boxes of supplies, which varied in value to $202.00”. Each gift box was always 
to include one man’s suit, (money for which was to be given by the men of our 
Church), and a new dress for the wife, to be made by the Society according to meas- 
urements supplied, and a pieced quilted bedspread. Other articles were added as the 
Board of Missions suggested. . 
Dues 


“The dues to be one shilling and offerings to be such as the feelings and circum- 
stances dictate.” 
Meetings 

The meetings were to be held once a month in the homes. The Ladies sewed in the 
afternoon, and the families came to supper for visiting and music or other entertain- 
ment, in the evening. As the members began to vie with each other in entertaining, 
the custom became burdensome. Mrs. Parker, the Pastor’s wife called a meeting to 
adopt new measures for the procedure. 
Re-Organized 1873 

The Society met on its Anniversary date, July 23, in the Parsonage. Again the name 
was changed. It was to be known as “The Ladies Missionary Society of the Presbyterian 


Church of Parsippany,” and as “Auxiliary to Ladies Board of Homeland and Foreign 
Missions of New York.” 
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Purposé 


The purpose was “‘to increase the zeal and activities and usefulness of the Society; 
to give systematically to Home and Foreign Missions; and encourage benevolent en- 
terprise locally.” 

Dues 

The dues were raised to $1.00. A fine of ten cents was to be exacted from members 
who came late to meetings. This custom existed for many years, once as much as $1.80 
is recorded as being added to the Treasury. 

Meetings 

The meetings were to be held once a month, afternoon and evening. “Only tea, 
one kind of cake, and one relish to be served in the evening. The attendance increased 
and varied from 26 to 52. The evening musicals, dramatic readings, etc., increased 
the membership and gained more interest in the aims of the Society. 

Church Improvements 

The Society, from its early history aided not only the upkeep of the Church and 
its grounds, but also the Cemetery. Having no Chapel until 1882, festivals and fairs 
were held in the Parsonage or in other homes in the Parish. In the minutes of 1880 
it is recorded ‘“Neddles were busy piecing and quilting bedspreads, embroidering 
linen, and making aprons and sunbonnets for the sale at the Strawberry festvial.” 
With the proceeds of $132.12 and the bank balance, the Ladies carpeted the aisles of 
the Church with good ingrain carpet purchased “at Babbits’? in Morristown at eighty 
cents a yard.” Each pew owner had previously carpeted the floor of their own pews. 
The cushion for the Bible was renovated, the new cord and fringe cost $1.80. They 
bought lamps, and two charis for the Church and repaired some of the furniture. At 
another time, when the church spire needed painting the Society mounted to the 
cause, and restored its beauty. They also “dressed the Parsonage with a coat of paint to 
be all in keeping.” Through the years such objectives were attained. “Over a period 
of ten years $1,171.50 had been expended.” The first combined Fair and Supper 
recorded was “held at Dr E. P. Cooper’s at Cobb’s corner, February 29, 1885, which 
netted $220. It was so well supported that Dr. and Mrs. Cooper offered their home 
for the two years following, from which The Society profitted $410.82 more.” 

New Constitution— 1884 

The Name and Purpose was the same as in 1773, The dues were reduced from 
$1.00 to 50 cents. Subscription papers were to be circulated for the Mission Board in 
New York. 

Meetings 

The sewing meetings and Socia] gatherings were to be held independently. The 
first Thursdays for Missionary pragrams, and the third Thursdays for sewing. The 
first regular meeting to be held in the new Chapel was September, 1982. “Happy 
was the day, when the long cutting table was spread with a cloth, brought from 
home, for the box luncheon. The hot coffee, brought over from the Parsonage by 
the President, Mrs. Bullard made the luncheon complete.”’ Very soon the longed-for 
sewing machine was purchased for Mission work at the Chapel, and window seats 
were built which provided storage place for the sewing materials. This convenience 
led to greater accomplishments of the Society. 

Change of Purpose—1898 

Mrs. Horace Sassaman, the Pastor’s wife, succeeded Mrs. William Benedict as Pres- 

ident in 1898. Early the next year she appointed a committee to “Plan a Ladies Aid 
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Society’ —Mrs. B. Frank Howell, Mrs. Wm. Benedict, Miss Emma Smith, Miss 
Elizabeth Cobb, Elizabeth Macfarlane and Miss Mary Smith,. Secretary. The purpose 
of this Ladies Aid Society was “To promote Parish improvements, etc.” (See Chapter 
“Ladies Aid”), Thus relieved of eighty-three years of such service for the Church, 
the Missionary Society concentrated upon their usual benevolent work, and a more 
intensive study of Missions. 

Mission Topics were assigned to the members to be presented at the regular devo- 
tional meetings for discussion. Prayer groups were formed, music was emphasized, 
and programs printed. All the money which had been set aside for the benefit of 
the Church was given toward a piano for the Chapel, in memory of Mrs. William 
Bates, a devoted member and Choir Leader. 

Monthly sewing meetings continued as usual, also the annual contributions to the 
Board of Home and Foreign Missions. In some years the quota was exceeded. 

We aim to maintain that record, and are continuing to aid projects, such as the 
schools connected with Missions as alloted by Presbytery. Women of the Presbytery 
visit our Society. We arrange programs for them, for our Young Peoples’ Group and 
for the Auxiliary. The drive to aid the Belvidere Building Fund was gratifying. Each 
year the people have pleasure in donating quantities of personal gifts and delicacies 
to the Belvidere Home. 

The Lenton Boxes—“A dime a meal,” have proved popular, and are an aid in 
fostering many missionary projects. The Society is maintained by voluntary gifts, 
—however, the membership is $1.00 

Bequests have been made to the Society, some have stated requests which have been 
fulfilled; in that special gifts were made to Missions in China, special contributions to 
the Home Mission Field, to Lepers, to underprivileged Children Societies, and to the 
American Bible Society. The Pulpit Bible in the Lecture Room was given by the 
family of Mrs. Herbert Tunis at the time of her death. 

The Bible was formerly presented to the “Sons of Temperance of Parsippany” by 
this organization, ‘““The Female Evangelical Society.” 

(he year of its organization 1816, the Society presented Rev. John Ford a Life — 
Membership in the American Bible Society). 

Among the many Christian organizations in which we have affilliated, the most 
recent is the “‘United Church Women” of our District. 

At our Centennial Anniversary, Rev. Charles Bullard in his closing remarks said, 
in part—‘Members, being true to the Christian impulse of love, and catching the 
vision from the Divine Master in His service, the Society in the phrase of the Lord, 
will ‘Go and bring forth fruit, and its fruit will remain.’ ” 


WAR ACTIVITIES OF MISSIONARY SOCIETY—Civit War 1861-1865 


During the Civil War, 1861-1865 when every one was alert in wartime effort, the 
women of our Society were busy not only supply the needs for their families, but also 
for the Army. From many homes brothers, husbands and fathers went into the service. 
The Society circulated a subscription paper July 20, 1861 to raise money for mater- 
ials from which “they made shirts, drawers, sheets, pillowcases, bandages, towels total- 
ing 339 articles. Also six and a half Ibs. of lint, handkerchiefs and a box of bedticks 
were shipped to the Womens Association of Relief in New York for distribution. For 
the Hospital in Newark they emptied their shelves of preserved fruit, jellies and jams 
for the wounded.” 

Along with their patriotic endeavors they made a large American Flag, with 34 
stars, by hand. It was flown on a flag pole at “Condit’s Corner” (Route 46 and 
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Beverwyck Road). Several years later it was presented to the N. J. Historical Society 
in Newark. Our President, Mrs. Benedict, borrowed the flag in 1952 for an Histori- 
cal exhibit the Society held for the Young Peoples’ Group in the Chapel. 


SpanisH AMERICAN War, 1898 


The sinking of the Maine caused the same excitement and indignation in this 
parish, as it did from ocean to ocean. During that time the whole strength of the 
Society was expended in making and shipping garments to Cuba. Each year, it is 
recorded, that money was sent to aid in the support of a school in Havanna. True, 
one reason here for the great interest in the “Rough Riders”, and in the Military 
Governor of Cuba with the restoration there, was that Mrs. Leonard Wood, the Gov- 
ernor’s wife, was Louise Smith, daughter of Col. J. Condit Smith, who gave the land 
for our present parsonage, and a niece of Mary L. Smith, Treasurer of the Society. 


Worup War 1917-1919 


It was proven that the women, here again, had the same dauntless spirit, and energy 
of their grandmothers, in the response to the urgnt call for aid. The Red Cross 
Branch was soon organized in the Chapel of the Society. Mrs. B. Frank Howell, 
Chairman, and Mrs. William Webb, Treasurer, From then on for the duration it 
was “Ever and forever, knit or sew”. Bandage rolling and dressings too were prepared. 
The Red Cross records show “that Parsippany for its size was surpassed by no place, 
in this region, in the amount of work accomplished, which met the standard of 
excellency required”. The Ladies Aid, and the Methodist Women assisted. 

The Town erected an Honor Roll, for those who served, on our church property 
opposite the church. 


Wortp Wary 1941-1945 


Another generation in our Parish was enlisting and entering the service of their 
Country. Service flags were donated by the Society and presented by Rev. Ralph 
Johnson at church services to their families. A three star flag was presented to the 
John Baldwin family. The families receiving the two star flags were Raymond Bates, 
Mrs. Richard Cook, Allen Grimes, George Hintz, Washburn Howell, Walter Steen, 
Adelbert Steinert, Harold Tuttle and George Vreeland’s family. There were many 
one star flags presented to the congregation. The names of all who served may be 
read on the Honor Roll in our church in another chapter. During the war it was 
with deep sympathy of the community that Gold Stars were presented to the families 
of George Vreeland and Henry De Young; and to Mrs. Waltr Van Fleet and Mrs. 
Harold Tuttle, whose sons paid the supreme sacrifice on land and at sea. 

Concentrated effort was put forth in war relief projects. Due to gasoline rationing 
the Society held its brief informal meetings while working at the Red Cross rooms. 
Information and programs were sent by mail urging the members to spend the Mis- 
sionary Hour in prayer and to read the selected portions of the Bible. Many re- 
sponses by telephone to the appeal, and reported on their sewing and Knitting articles 
to be collected, and asked for more to be delivered to them by the Red Cross distribu- 
tors. 

Contributions were made as usual to both the Foreign and Home Mission Boards. 
Gift packages were prepared and sent to Camp Kilmer and Overseas and the quota 
for the Restoration Fund was attained at the close of the War. 
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MISSIONARIES FROM PARSIPPANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


CuestTer N. RiGHTER AND ELEANoR SmiTH Dory 


Chester N. Righter, Yale ’45 and charter member of D.K:E. Society there, was 
the son of John and Lockey Righter of Parsippany. His mother was a Charter Mem- 
ber of the Female Evangelical Society, and a devout woman full of faith in the 
power of prayer. When the Society met at her home Chester stopped work on the 
farm and he and the men at near by to listen to the program. After studying for 
the ministry he travelled a year, for his health, through Tyre, Sicton, visiting Cairo 
and the Pyramids. When he returned to the States, the American Bible Society was 
looking for an agent to fill a vacancy in the Levant and Mr. Righter accepted the 
offer. He preached his farewell sermon in our church and quoting from his manu- 
script, he said, “I go to far off lands to give the Bible to the Turks, Armenians and 
Perisians . . . I shall not depart unaided and alone . . . the prayers of my family 
and companions and my venerated Pastor and Teacher, (Rev. John Ford) will go with 
me... and the word of God may have free course and be glorified among the 
nations.” He journeyed, in 1854, to the Crimea to distribute Bibles to the French 
and English troops, and to the Russian prisoners of war at Sebastopol, which had 
been taken and retaken three times. He suffered the horrors of war, but gained 
courage and comfort in ministering to soldiers in the camps and on the battle fields. 
Many of them were grateful to have the Word of God in their possession and the 
Truth portrayed to them by “A Messenger of God”. Later he traveled in the Holy- 
lands and Turkey on his Bible mission; and in one of his last letters to his family he 
wrote “What thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for in such hour as ye 
think not, the Son of Man cometh.” To him that hour came at Diarbekir, Turkey 
when he was stricken with a fever and died within a few days. A traveling companion, 
Samuel I. Prime, wrote a biography of Mr. Righter and dedicated the book “To 
Mother, who freely gave her beloved son to the service of God in a foreign land and 
did not regret the gift when he died far away.” 


ExEeanor SmitTH Doty 
Missionary in Amoy, China 


Eleanor, eldest daughter of Hiram Smith, Treasurer of the church, was an ac- 
complished pianist, and a deeply religious person. She was born and raised in Troy, 
the ancestral home of Richard S, Baldwin, Trustee. She was a graduate of her 
mother’s alma mater, the Bethlehem Moravian Seminary in Pennsylvania. 

When Rev. Elihu Doty, a Missionary from Borneo came to preach in the Brick 
Church, and sojourned at the Smith home, there developed a mutual attraction be- 
tween the daughter and the fascinating Missionary. 

Eleanor’s family was opposed to her marriage to a Missionary in the far East, 
(then a three months journey from home.) Even an old servant, a former slave in 
the family who adored Eleanor, of his own volition rode to Princeton on horseback 
to inform her favorite brother, Sam, of the family news. Sam came home but his 
pleadings, too, were of no avail. 

The couple were married in the church, February 17, 1847, and set off by stage 
coach to Boston to begin their Missionary journey. Her father went to Boston to see 
his daughter and her husband sail on their ninety-three day voyage to Amoy, China. 

Eleanor wrote, that aside from the separation from the family, she could not have 
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a happier life. She readily learned the language, and became truly a helpmate in,the 
Missionary work. They possessed the only piano in the city of Amoy, which gave 
great happiness to many. Their home became the social center for the foreign resi- 
dents. Admiral Perry was their house guest during his sojourn in China. 

The Dotys had four children. Mrs. Doty wrote, that during one of the Chinese 
insurrection a cannon ball had entered their home, and lodged in the wall above her 
head, as she sat with her infant son in her arms. 

After ten years of service Elihu Doty was to have a furlough and return with his 
family to the U.S.A. Great were the preparations on both sides of the ocean. In Troy 
Hills, HiramSmith had the north wing added to his home for the comfort of daughter 
Eleanor and family while in the States. 

After a successful happy life spreading the gospel, and living Christ in a far 
land, God called Eleanor to her reward. Just prior to their furlough she died giving 
birth to their fifth child, and was buried on a small island in the harbor of Amoy 
in 1858. 

Elihu Doty arrived in Troy with his children. He resigned from his Missionary 
work and accepted a professorship at Rutgers. He returned to China for a brief time 
to settle his affairs, and to establish his successor in the Mission. 

The family here knew about the time of Mr. Doty’s departure from Amoy and 
eagerly watched the New York papres for the arrival of the vessel. At last one day the 
welcome news was’ printed, “The ship had made port.” But, in fine print below 
the notice were these words: “Died at sea, The Rev. Elihu Doty”. 

Note—One of the Memorial Windows in our church was donated by the Smith 
family in memory of Rev. Elihu Doty and Eleanor Smith Doty. The emblem in 
the window is the “Globe” signifying their Mission work in the Foreign Field. 

In the Bi-Centennial Exhibit is an album quilt which was pieced and quilted by 
the Female Benevolent Society of this church, from pieces of their wearing apparel, 
which were familiar to Mrs. Doty, The quilt was loaned by her granddaughter, Elean- 
or Smith Owen. 

Mrs. Owen says that her mother, born in China, became acquainted with the 
people here through the materials in the quilt and by the names written on it. Her 
grandmother, Eleanor, would become reminiscent especially on Sunday mornings, 
or when her children were ill. She would relive her life at home in the U. S., point- 
ing out from the pieces of materials in the quilt, the dresses and aprons the relatives 
and friends were wearing at the time the events occurred. 


OUR AFFILIATIONS WITH THE MORRIS COUNTY CHILDREN’S HOME 


In past years our church has had close relationships with the property at the corner 
of Routes 46 and 202. It was the site of our first parsonage purchased by the Trustees 
in 1774. In 1882 it became the site of the Morris County Children’s Home, recently 
known as Alanthus Hall. 

Until 1882 the orphans and destitute children of the County were housed in the 
Morris County Poorhouse, which was located to the southwest of the island in the 
Jersey City Reservoir. The Missionary Society and people in general became con- 
cerned about children being reared under such circumstances and wished to provide 
a suitable Home and better environment for the children. The Directors of the 
Morris County Children’s Home at first rented Alanthus Hall for two years. The 
building had to be enlarged, a kitchen was added, and later two wings were erected 
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one on each side of the center unit, which was the original residence. As the needs 
grew other buildings were added. 

The day of the transition of the children from the Poorhouse was arranged by 
the Missionary Society on February 4th, 1882. Miss Mary Smith, in the D.A.R. 
record, writes “It was a cold snowy morning when Mr. Theodore Condit drove up 
to the Poorhouse in a wagon body sled, well covered with hay and plenty of 
blankets, for the twenty-two children; perhaps the first sled ride some had ever had. 
Only two were over twelve, and sixteen were under six year old. Some of them were 
a bit frightened, and none of them knew what was in store for them. On arriving 
at their new Home they were warmly greeted by the Sunday-School Superintendent, 
Mr. Isaac Condit, and Mrs. George Smith with the matron, Miss Esten and others. 
A hot dinner prepared by the members of our Society was in readiness, and the 
children soon became happy and comfortable.” They attended our Sunday School 
and took part in the children’s entertainments and festivals. Members of our Mis- 
sionary Society met at the Home periodically to mend old garments, and to make new 
apparel. Expressions of the keen interest and goodwill of our members was empha- 
sized by the many gifts of food and clothing, along with numerous trinkets for the 
children’s pleasure. 


One of our members, Mrs. Ramond Webb, was assistant Matron and through her 
love of children, she easily gained their confidence and had a great influence upon 
their living. 

Mr. Andrew Cobb served on the Executive Board many years and his wife, Mary, 
later Mrs. H. D. Tunis, succeeded him. 

Mrs. Benedict, our President, until recently served the Home as Fund Drive Chair- 
man for this District. Now, under new State regulations the work is accomplishec 
through other channels. 


Mary L. Smith, a devoted member of our Society, and with community interests 
at heart, was instrumental in raising an endowment for the Home. Knowing the Hon. 
Smith Ely, who was Mayor of New York City, whose early home was in nearby 
Livingston, she contacted him in regard to the merits and needs of the Morris County 
Children’s Home. On November 18, 1907, she received a reply from Mr. Ely stat- 
ing, “I will contribute $50,000 to your Home, or any sum not exceeding that, on 
condition that the friends of the Home will raise an equal sum.” Miss Smith writes, 
in the D, A. R. records, “Just a few words in a letter, but how great in importance 
to the Home.” This offer came at a time of financial stress, but our efforts met with 
success. We raised $21,000 anc Mr. Ely gave us $21,000. Later we raised $4,000 and 
he gave us $4,000 more. It is called the Smith Ely Endowment Fund. With this 
increase of income, we were soon enabled to inaugurate a ‘‘Kindergarten.”? Miss 
Mary, as she was endearingly called in the community, also states, “That under the 
terms of Mr. Ely’s last will, he left $50,000 to the Children’s Home.” 


This story seems a memorial to the efforts of Christian people, and to their de- 
votion in doing the Lord’s bidding. 


A sequel, as it were to this story came through a conversation on this subject with a 
member of Miss Smith’s family who said, “Aunt Mary was one of the beneficiaries 
of Mr. Ely’s will. On her eightieth birthday, which was an occasion for celebration 
in the community, Mr. Ely who was then eighty-five sent Aunt Mary an opal ring 
surrounded by diamonds; for which she was a bit perturbed, although greatly pleased.” 
(Miss Mary bequeathed this ring to her niece, Marcia Francis.) 


$8 


THE LADIES AID SOCIETY, 1899 and WOMEN’S AUXILIARY, 1929 


OFFIceErRs 1899 


President Mrs. James D. Macfarlane 
Ist Vice President Mrs. William C. Bates 

2nd Vice President Mrs. Wiliam T. Webb 
Secretary Miss Elizabeth C. Cobb 
Treasurer Mrs, Benjamin F. Howell 


A Ladies Aid Society was proposed at a Missionary Meeting by the President, Mrs. 
Horace D. Sassaman, the Pastor’s wife. She appointed a committee, “Mrs. B. Frank 
Howell, chairman to Plan a Ladies Aid Society.” 

The Society was organized in April, 1899. The purpose of the Society was to aid’ 
the Trustees financially in the up keep of the church buildings and to take an active 
interest in caring not only for the Church grounds, but also the cemetery; and to 
promote the Social life of the Church. 

The Church was the social center of the community before the era of Radio, Tele- 
vision and Talking movies. 

Planned programs of recitation or reading were popular. Phonographs and Stere- 
opticon views were comparatively new and interesting. Musicals were held at regular 
intervals. 

Tableaux, Plays and Pageants provided entertainment, however, they were primar- 
ily fund raising projects. The “Pageant of the Brides,” and the “Pageant of the 
Shawls,” were outstanding productions in beauty and in story. Among the humorous 
productions were “The Deestrict School” and “The Hoover Household Orchestra.” 

The first party held by the Society in 1899 was a “Measuring Party—A penny an 
inch in every direction.” Some of the gentlemen, no doubt, enjoyed measuring the 
young ladies; and sometimes the ladies calculated the gentlemen’s figures in gigantic 
proportions. 

The Society purchased the first Vacuum cleaner in the Community; and rented it 
for a $1.00 a day to the parishioners. No one could keep it more than three days at 
a time. It was a hand-pumped vacuum cleaner, one person pumped while another 
operated the cleaning device at its other extremity. 

It was a heavy, cumbersome, complicated and popular machine. This first vacuum 
cleaner not only cleaned the Church but paid for itself many times over in actual cash. 

In the early days, picnic lunches were eaten on the Church grounds. The Ladies 
Aid Society developed the picnic idea into the Garden Party ; now most popular present 
day attraction at the Benedict home. 

The Fair and Supper combination was a large source fo revenue during its elray 
years. The Fair was held in the Chapel and the supper was served in a tent that was 
pitched between the Church and Parsonage. A second tent between the Church and 
the Chapel was the “Kitchen,” and a coal range was set up next to the outside chim- 
ney of the Church. 

A Church supper occasioned a general moving day for the parishioners. The Ladeis 
brought pots and pans, tables and tablecloths, cups and saucers, plates and platters, 
knives and forks, flowers and vases; and quantities of food and water. 

The Ladies Aid Society, now the Women’s Auxiliary, not only raised important 
parts of the Church funds, but also provided social and progressive leadership in the 
Church. The Golden Anniversary of the Society was held on April 20, 1949. Its 
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Fifty-year story was told in dialogue by the members, and special music was selected, 
The program concluded with a Candle Lighting ceremony. Miss Emily Smith paid 
tribute to the memories and achievements in the Past and lighted that Candle; Mrs. 
Lloyd Baldwin lighted the Candle for the Present; and Patricia Case expressed her 
hope for the Society and lighted the Candle for the Future. The Bible reference, 


John 9: 5—“Jesus Christ, the Light of the world.” 


(Facts concering the Society may be found in many chapters in the Church history.) 


Tue Lapies Aip aNnD Women’s Auxiliary Past PREsIDENTs 1899-1955 


1899-1901 
1901-1902 
1902-1903 
1903-1904 
1904-1906 
1906-1908 
1908-1910 
1910-1912 
1912-1914 
1914-1916 
1916-1918 
1918-1920 
1920-1922 
1922-1923 
1923-1925 
1925-1927 


1900 
1901 
1903 
1906 
1907 
1910 
1914 
1914 
1918 
1921 
1922 
1926 
1926 
1926 
Lees 
1928 
1929 
1931 
1937 
1937 
1938 


Mrs. 


Mrs. 


Mrs. 


Miss 
Mrs. 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs, 
Mrs, 
Mrs, 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Miss 


James D. Macfarlane 
George B. Smith 
E. Halsey Ball 
Emma Smith 

Horace T. Brumley 
Benjamin F. Howell 
Theodore S. Condit 
Andrew L. Cobb 
P. Gertrude Leonard 
Andrew L. Cobb 
Benjamin F. Howell 
Ramond R. Webb 
Andrew L. Cobb 
Judd Condit 
Arthur B. Paulmier 
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1927-1928 
1928-1930 
1930-1932 
1932-1934 
1932-1936 
1936-1938 
1938-1940 
1940-1942 
1942-1944 
1944-1946 
1946-1948 
1948-1950 
1950-1952 
pee 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF ACCOMPLS 


60 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 


Mrs. 


Mrs. 
Miss 


MENTS OF 
THE LADIES’ AID AND WOMEN’S AUXILIARY 


Porte Cochere 
Memorial Piano 
Memorial Windows 
Pipe Organ 

New Pew Cushions 
Addition to Parsonage, Bathroom 
Addtiion to Chapel, Kitchen 
Centennial of Sunday School 
Organization of Local Red Cross 
Electricity installed in Church 
Church Recarpeted 

Interior of Church Decorated 
Rummage Sale 

Set of Flat Silver 

New Church Hymnals 
Centennial, Present Church Building 
Society renamed “The Women’s Auxiliary” 
Election Night Suppers 

First “Garden Party” 

Folding Chairs for Chapel 

First Morris County Fair Booth 


Frederick M. Crowell 
Andrew L. Cobb 
Warren Baldwin 
C. Howell Bates 
Marcia Kitchell 


. Frederick W. LaHart 

. George R. Cole 

. Judd Condit 

. C, Howell Bates 

. John Baldwin 

. Farrand N. Benedict 

. Irvin T. Francis 

. Henry W. Wittschiebe 
. C. Howell Bates 


s. George Houlroyd 


jks 


eye, 


1938 Steam Table 

1943-1944 Rejuvenation of Interior of Parsonage 
1946-1948 Complete Restoration of Church and Chapel 
1949 Golden Anniversary of Society 

1952 Monthly News Letter to absent members. 

1952 Membership in Presbytery 

1953 New Pipe Organ 

1953 Set of Card Tables 

1953 Christmas Bazaar 


THE JUNIOR CHOIR (Fifst choir in 1895) 


On May 25, 1929, the first rehearsal was held of the “Singing Class” with 34 
young people and Marcia’ Kitchell (Mrs. Francis) chairman of the Music Committee 
present. Mr. I. T. Franci of Caldwell was the Conductor, and Mrs. S. Farrand Howell, 
pianist. 

Soon the name was changed to “The Young People’s Choral Society of the Par- 
sippany Presbyterian Church.” Now it is known as the Junior Choir. 

Mr. Francis was Minister of Music in the Caldwell Presbyterian Church. On the 
Sunday mornings that the children sang at the Church services, Mrs. Ruth H. Davis, 
organist and Mrs. Howell at the piano, carried on. 

In October 1929 Dr. David H. McAlpin gave money for material for vestments. 
Members of the Laides Aid Society, with Mrs. Caroline S. Howell chairman, made 
thirty-six black Cassocks and white surplices. In 1952 other robes were purchased. 

The Junior Choir was self-supporting. The proceeds from two concerts a year, and 
donations from the associate members paid the salary of the Conductor. 

In May 1934, thirty-one children sang on the “Children’s Hour” over WJZ in 
New York. Milton Cross was the announcer. 

It was Mr. Francis who first introduced the Candle Light Service held at the 
Christmas season. 

Mr. Francis was taken ill in 1935. He was succeeded by Mr. Jesse L. Forker. The 
succeeding Church Organists who-conducted the choir were, Mrs. Elizabeth Beach, 
Mrs. Howard Tyson and Miss Jane Swinson (Mrs. Edward Runyon). 

The Junior Choir is now under the direction of our present organist and choir 
director, Mr. Walter Giannini. Mr. Giannini is a teacher and composer of music. 


THE COUPLES CLUB 


Arthur R. Clifford, Pres. Walter E. William, Treas. 
Don A. Merkel, Vice Pres. Mrs. Arthur Clifford, Sec’y. 


The Club is primarily a social Organization of the Church, with a membership 
of twenty-five couples. It was organized in 1948. Some of the activities result in 
financial aid to the Church. Social functions include family picnics, theater parties, 
pot luck suppers and educational programs which promote fellowship among the people 
who otherwise would be mere casual acquaintances. 


YOUNG PEOPLES’ SOCIETY 1945-1954 
1. Leaders 1945-1954 


Dr. and Mrs. Johnson 1945-1946 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Farrand 1946-1947 
Mr. and Mrs. Willis Howell 1948-1949 
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Mrs. Spangenberg Mr, Waddell | 1948-1949 


Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Smith 1949-1950 
Dr. and Mrs. Johnson 1950 
Assisted by Miss G. Werner 1954 


2. Membership 
In 1954 membership 14; average attendance 12-14. 


3. Purpose 

To provide a training period for Christian leadership. E:thical and Religious 
questions on the High School level are discussed with special reference to their re 
lationship to the Christian way of life. Our Motto is: “Be ever ready to answer the 
call of Christ.” 


4. Chief Activities 

1, Devotional Meeting Sunday evenings at Chapel or in homes. Discussion peroids. 
Conduct Sunday evening Worship services in Church during Lent. 

2. Contribute financially to Missionary projects. 

3. Have had joint meetings with Missionary Society past few years. 

4. Annual supper for Trustees and Elders. 

5. In charge of Easter Sunrise Service and breakfast. 

6. Social Activities include one-act plays, seasonal parties, hay rides, roller skating 
parties. 


JUNIOR YOUNG PEOPLES’ SOCIETY 


Mrs. H. L. Mortensen, Ch. 


“This Organization was started three years ago (which may have been 1951) had 
a membership of twelve now there are sixty.” Any child in the sixth, seventh and 
eight grades in the. Township may be a member. Meetings are,held on Thursdays from 
7 to9 P. M. They are opened with a worship service, followed by a business meeting. 

The young people put on formal dances, give a dinner to their parents, and pre- 
sent a play, minstrel or pageant or a talent show as a project for the year. 

Most significant is the opportunity provided for young people to work and play 
together under supervision in ideal surroundings.” 


THE 20 PLUS CLUB 


The 20 Plus Club is a social group in the Church, which was organized in June 
1954. The purpose of the Club is “To strive through social activities to bring more 
people into the Church; to understand our own religion and that of others, and through 
benevolence, aim to assist in providing for the Church.” 


The project at present is a tape recorder for the Bi-Centennial Celebration of the 
Church. 


THE BOY SCOUT TROOP 


The Boy Scout Troop, No. 72, sponsored by the Church under the leadership 
of Mr. Lester Spangenberg, was formed during 1954 and has been favored with a 
steady influx of recruits. Boys who are eleven or over come from various areas, and 
from other Churches, The youths gain experience in camping, cooking, first aid, 
nature study, and crafts. 

The Cub Pack No. 72 include boys from eight to eleven. The Pack meets monthly 
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at the Chapel under the leadership of Mr. George Schaible. and the individual Dens 
at the homes of the Den Mothers. 


THE GIRL SCOUT TROOP_ NO. 314 


The Girl Scout Troop, sponsored by the Auxiliary, under the leadership of Mrs. 
William Harm and Mrs. John Crowell meet in the Chapel weekly. Girls are eligible 
at the age of ten. They follow the regular Girt Scout Schedule. 


THE BROWNIES 


The Brownies No. 193, sponsored by the Auxiliary under the leadership of Mrs. 
John Pollard, Mrs. Clarence Bates, and Mrs, William Kotula meet weekly in the 
Chapel. The Brownies are eligible at seven to ten years of age. 

Note—Periodically the Boy Scouts, The Cub Pack, the Girl Scuots and the Brownies 
are invited to attend the Junior Church service in uniform. 


THE YOUNG COLONY CLUB 


The Young Colony Club of Parsippany was organized at the home of Mrs. 
William O. Farrand, November 10, 1939, under the sponsorship of the Womens 
Auxiliary of the Parsippany Presbyterian Church. Mrs, C. Russell Menner was chosen 
Advisor and Miss Bessie Devon was the frist President. 

The Club was organized to promote sociability among the young girls of the 
community and is nonsectarian. The membership has never exceeded sixteen during 
any year. The club has worked persistently to support all the local Services such as: 
Red Cross; War Chest; Cancer Fund; Heart Fund; Ambulance Drive; Hospital 
Drive; Polio Drive; Americanism Council; Hospital Supplies for Presbyterian Hos- 
pital in Puerto Rico. The Club has also made up packages for Lyons Hospital and 
Camp Kilmer. The Club has helped needy families and children ready to leave 
Victoria Foundation. The girls kept in touch with all the boys of the Community 
who were in the Services during World War II, by sending “Gossip Letters” to them 
each month. 

In 1940 Mrs. Menner resigned and Mrs. Charles Condit took over as Advisor. At 
various times Mrs. W. E. Baldwin, Mrs. W. O. Farrand, Mrs..G. R. Cole, and Mrs. 
C. R. Cook have served on the Advisory Board. 

The Service Flag, in the Church. was presented by the Young Colony Club and 
was dedicated July 4, 1944. 

The Club is now on its own. In 1943 The Club severed its affiliation with The 
Womens Auxiliary. Although the members are all grown women and many have 
families of their own, they still continue to work for the many charities of the 
Community. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR SOCIETY, 1889 


There seems to be no record of the Organization of this Society, however, the 
annual report for the second year states, that the total membership was 44, average 
attendance, 2. The President, Judd Condit, Vice President, Carrie Davenport, Secre- 
tary, Mary R. Cobb (Mrs. H. D. Tunis), and Treasurer, Addie Mattoon. 

Among some letters, there is one from the Morris County Union of Christian 
Endeavor dated 1904, which reads: “The Parsippany Society has the honor of being 
the largest contributor in the Union to fresh our work.” Signed by the Treasurer. 

The Christian Endeavor Society contributed to Benevolent objects of the Church 
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and missions, and toward the repairs and improvements of the church property. When 
the Chapel was built in 1892, they bought a Masons Hamlin Organ for the Sunday 
School. These committees are indicative of their objectives and activities—Lookout, 
Prayer Meetings, Missions, Music, Social, Flower and Relief. 


JUNIOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR SOCIETY, 1894 


The Junior Christian Endeavor Society was organized October 28, 1894 by Rev. 
Charles B. Bullard as its Superintendent with Miss Marjorie Smith (Mrs. Wm. Bald- 
win) the assistant. There were 20 Active and 13 Trial Members. The attendance 
average at meetings, 22. The first officers were President, Harry Moller; Vice Pres- 
ident William O. Cooper; Secretary, Guy Bates; Treasurer, Helen Baldwin. 

The theme song of this group— 


“We've joined the Junior Band, 
This is our true endeavor 

To work with heart and hand 
To fail, or falter never; 

With strongest hope and faith 
In Him Who is our Leader. 


The Charter Members were: 


Carl Bates Barney Class Auggie Moller 
Guy Bates Christine Collins Harry Moller 
Helen Bullard Gertie Dennis Mabel Mitchell 
James Bullard Phineas Farrand Ruth Mitchell 
Agnes Benedict Samie Farrand Edna Righter 
Gussie Benedict Willie Farrand Mildred Righter 
Mabel Baldwin Emma Howell Agnes Teats 
Helen Baldwin Beth Leonard Willie Tuttle 
Helen Ball Betty Moller Marcus Tuttle 
Willie Cooper Louisa Moller Saxbury Waddell 


First Annual Report— 


“Tried to do as all good Endeavors should” 

Some of us belong to Junior Choir and sing in Church sometimes. 

We had committees for Sunday Meetings, Birthdays, Lookout, and for Mis- 
sions. We gave ten dollars to Missions. We want our Society named in the 
Christian Endeavor Roll of Honor next year, 1895. 


THE TUXIS COMMONWEALTH 1938-1942 


The Tuxis Commonwealth was organized March 4, 1938 with Rev. Phillip Tuttle, 
Provost; Richard Baldwin, Chief Magistrate and Jean Howell, Scribe. There were 
eighteen who took the following membership vow, “I shall be loyal to the Common- 
wealth, I shall aspire to lead a Christian life, I shall be faithful in completing my 
guild requirements. These things I promise. so help me, God.” 

The Sunday Evening programs consisted of a Worship Service, a Discussion Period 
or Bible Study. The first Guild activity presented by the members in July ’38 was an 
Organ Recital by Jack Baldwin; and a play, “The Red Lamp.” Cast, Harold Farrand, 
Richard Baldwin, Gladys Tuttle, Audrey Meyers, Esther Howell and Bob Steen, 
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Anna Cole, Ch. (Jack Baldwin was 2 member one year as he became assistant organist 
_at St. John, The Divine in 1939). 

They joined the Leadership Training Schools under the Auspices of the Greater 
Parishes of Morris County and the members participated in the various Departments. 
The intercourse with the Parishes of Morris County brought pleasure, and was a 
source of inspiration for the fellowship, and religious activities of the Guild. 

The proceeds from the Dramatic Activities were sufficient, each year, to send three 
of four delegates to the Blairstown or Peddie Institute Conferences held in the sum- 
mer. Mrs. Susan Condit served as Provost until 1942 when Dr. Norman Guy and Rev. 
Ralph Johnson became leaders of the Young Peoples’ Society. 

During World War II, the Guild worked in Red Cross activities and contributed 
substantially to the War Emergency Needs in Foreign Missions. In order to keep 
the young men and women in the service in touch with their home church and com- 
munity activities a letter containing “The News of the Month” was sent to them. 
Their names and addresses were all posted on the bulletin board in the Chapel, and 
also their replies to the News letter. The committee in charge included Virginia, Lois 
and Gladys Steinert, Edwin Kimball, Joan Symonds, Dorothy Nauta, Rosemarie Du- 
Boey and Gladys Tuttle. The committee requested the congregation to deposit news 
items or messages in the “Mail Box” to help supply material for these letters to those 
in Service. 





Troy Academy 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 


Ralph R. Johnson, Ph.D., B.D., Pastor 
R.D. No. 1, Box 277, Parsippany, N. J. — DEerfield 4-3432 


Raymond T. Foulks, Clerk of Session 
40 Madison Ave., Lake Hiawatha, N. J. — DEerfield 4-6286 


John T. Mitchell, Jr., President, Board of Trustees 
73 Iroquois Ave., Lake Hiawatha, N. J.— DEerfield 4-4698 


MEMBERS OF SESSION 


1953-1955 1954-1956 © 1955-1957 
George Cochrane Raymond T. Foulks,Clerk Arthur Dubuar 
George Houlroyd Clifford E. Hermey Mrs. Marcia K. Francis 
Frederick LaHart Mrs. Francis D. Kelly Hiram Gerboth 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
John T. Mitchell, Jr., President Harold O. Farrand, Ewpansion 


Coventry W. Smith, Vice Pres.,/nsurance Miron C. Meadowcroft, Parking 

Richard S. Baldwin, Sec’y, Cemetery George W. Schaible, Bldg. & Grounds 

John N. Wright, Treasurer Dean Foster, Sunday School Liaison 

Victor Bowman, Finance, Session Liaison Walter E. Williams, Deacons Liaison 

Herbert Hoer, Trusts & Investments Don Kilbourne, Building & Grounds 
John B. Crowell, Executive in Charge of Cemetery 


BOARD OF DEACONS 


1955 1955-1956 1955-1957 
Miss Mildred Callaway Mrs. M. Kent Dixon Eben N. Blake 
Raymond Chapman Mrs. Olav Tweit Mrs. Nelson Lyon 


Miss Elizabeth C. Devon George C. Whitehead Edward V. Manning 
Miss Jeanne Foulks, Sec’y. Walter E. Williams, Treas. L. LeRoy Skillman 


ORGANIZATIONS. OF THE CHURCH 


CHURCH SCHOOL WOMEN’S AUXILIARY 
Russell B. Stauffer, Supt. Mrs. George Houlroyd, Pres. 
John Breunissen, Asst. Supt. Mrs. Lester Spangenberg, 1st Vice Pres. 
Mrs. L. LeRoy Skillman, Sec’y. Mrs. Clarence Bates, 2nd Vice Pres. 
Miss Gladys Steinert, Treas. Mrs. Francis D. Kelly, Sec’y. 
Mrs. Russell B. Stauffer, Attend. Scc’y. Mrs. George Cochrane, Treas. 
JUNIOR YOUNG PEOPLE’s SOCIETY MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Jo Ann Zelenka, Pres. Mrs. F. N. Benedict, Pes. + 
Phyllis Henderson, Vice Pres. Mrs. Henry Grimes, Vice Pres. 
Connie Somerville, Sec’y. Mrs. Peter De Gelleke, Sec’y. 
Sandra Burlew, Treas. Mrs. Charles Condit, Treas. 
SENIOR YOUNG PEOPLE’S SocIETY 20 PLUS CLUB 
Robert Mortensen, Pv'es. Miss Gertrude Werner, Pres. 
Barbara Routledge, Vice Pres. Miss Gladys Steinert, Vice Pres. 
Linda Foulks, Sec’y. Miss Emma d’Alessandro, See’y. 
James Melchior, Treas. Jack McKechnie, Treas. 
Gerald Lehmann, Devotions Miss Jeanne Foulks, Publicity 
COUPLES’ CLUB 
Wilfred Driesen, Pres. L. LeRoy Skillman, Vice Pres. 
Mrs. George C. Whitehead, Sec’y. Clarence Bates, Treas. 
Richard Downs, Membership 
Orpanist’ and Chow: Director: st. eee Walter Giannini 
EWEN. 65 olZ 5s afily nib cosas: es Dele k HE ee re William Arnot 
Mupic Committes. Chairnian..., ss... ths ek eee Miss Clara F. Boone 
Flower Committee .........0. Miss Mildred Callaway, Mrs. M. Kent Dixon, 
Miss Emily Smith 
Home Department Chairman ........cccccccueccce Mrs. S. Farrand Howell 
Ceadia Rall Secratary. «..ccc se o2d. ee Mrs. George Houlroyd 
Church Nursery Chairman’ .,.25..0 0) ee ee Mrs. Melvin Berry 
Publicity. Chairman... ictaeek cect ee ee Mrs. Francis D. Kelly 


SUMMARY OF 1954 ANNUAL REPORTS 
Session — Raymond T. Foulks, Clerk 


Meetings—10 Regular and 8 Special Meetings were held. 
Membership—88 New Members — 48 by Letter, 40 by Confession of Faith. 

8 Transferred to other churches 

1 Death 

295 Total Membership 
Baptisms—35 Baptisms 
Funerals—14 Funeral Services 
Marriaese—9 Marriage Ceremonies 
Board of Honorary Deacons—9 Member Board appointed January 1954 

Dr. Ralph R. Johnson became a member of Presbytery in October, 1953, and 
was regularly installed as Pastor, February 11, 1954. He has completed his thirteenth 
year of ministering in our parish, and under his leadership remarkable progress has 
been made. God has blessed us, and we are thankful. We pray for His continued 
guidance and blessing. 
Benevolence Report — Raymond T. Foulks, Treasurer 


Collections—First Quarter $79.10 
Church School 21.67 
Collections—Second Quarter 82.85 
Collections—Third Quarter 84.60 
Collections—Fourth Quarter 107.40 
Total $375.62 


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
DUING THE YEAR, 1954 


Richard S. Baldwin. Secretary 


1954 saw many improvements in the physical plant of the Church. Among them 
were the installation of improved lighting in the choir loft and the building and 
installing of pews in the choir designed exactly like the pews in the body of the 
Church. The installation of a glass enclosed bulletin board outside the church building 
under the porte cochere and the designing and installation, near the highway, of a 
new church sign were also parts of the Board’s program. Not so evident but equally 
important was the installation of handrails on the balcony stairs, occasioned by the 
purchase of public liability insurance on the Church buildings and grounds. 

Among the continual maintenance activities for the manse were the completion 
~ of a second bathroom and the papering and painting of the second floor. 

The fund for our new organ, purchased in 1952, was completed, and, after all 
expenses incuding pews and lighting in the choir loft were paid, a balance remained 
of over $800.00 for use as a permanent fund for maintenance of the organ and choir 
loft. 

After much investigation and discussion by our Expansion Committee and with the 
approval of the Congregation, the architectu:sl firr) of Arthur M. Starin and Associ- 
ates was engaged to provide preliminary plans or our building and parking expansion. 

The growth of the Church and the need ior the expansion of certain parts of its 
‘physical plant is further evidenced by the purchase of a calculator and an addressograph 


machine needed by various organizations in the active performance of their duties, 
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Mr. Lloyd W. Smith recently acquired a small trunk filled with early records of 
our Church, which he sent for the Church file. All documents in the file are now 
being catalogued and microfilmed. 

In 1953, Mr. Smith created a Trust Fund for some Churches, of which our Church 
is one of the beneficiaries. He is adding to the Fund; the ultimate size is unknown. 
The Trustees received the first payment from the Fund in 1953_ which was deposit- 
ed in a Special Savings Account for the expansion or improvements for the physical 
plant. 

TRUSTEE’ FINANCIAL REPORT 


Baance Dec. 31. 1953 $ 630.58 
Envelope Collection $ 7785.28 
Contributions 2817.00 
Special Collection 35.56 
Hymnal Fund 79.40 
Presbyterian Home Fund 154.00 
Miscellaneous 6273.89 
Total $11,145.13 $11,145.13 
Total Receipts $11,775271 
Disbursements 
Salaries 5335.8$ 
Presbyterian Assessment 94.95 
Manitenance 1014.79 
Fuel Oil 647.86 
Electricity 152.39 
Music 162.16 
Church Nursery 10.00 
Postage, Printing, Stationery 242.67. 
Pastor’s Pension Fund 549.71 
Hymnals 65.42 
Belvidere Home Assessment 147.70 
Boy Scout Contribution 25.00 
Vacation Organist 50.00 
Vacation Pastor 60.00 
Church Sign 200.00 
Wm. Arnot, Sexton 15.00 
Monroe Calculator 50.00 
Insurance 225.11 
Oil Burner Service Plan 59.50 
Lawn Maintenance 132.00 
Miscellaneous 58.04 
Coal for Manse 200.00 
Sunday School 73.52 
Young Peoples’ Supper 64.37 
Contribution to Gideon Society 35.56 
Water 36.21 
Total Disbursements $ 9,707.76 9,707.76 
Balance December 31, 1954 $2,067.95 
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Organ Account 


Tota] Contribution to Organ Fund 9,497.76 
Total Cost of Installing Organ 8,626.84 
Cach Balance, Savings Account $ 870.92 
Savings Avvount 
Receipts 1954 3.040.63 
Disbursements 1954 1215.00 
Balance 1,825.63 
Balance December 31, 1953 2,082.51 
Balance December 31, 1954 $3,908.14 


John N. Wright, Treasurer 


1954 REPORT 
PARSIPPANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CEMETERY COMMITTEE 


The church cemetery, located diagonally across the highway from the church 
grounds, is operated by the Cemetery Committee for the Trustees of the church. It 
includes the historic old “Burying Ground,’”’ Vail Memorial Cemetery, The Righter 
House, and surroundings grounds. , Lr ae 

During the early part of this century Theodore N. Vail became interested in the 
cemetery, and offered to enlarge it and to protect the area by purchasing the land 
immediately surrounding it. He spent a number of years acquiring the necessary land 
and in improving the adjoining area for an enlarged cemetery and park. The new 
part of the cemetery is known as Vail Memorial Cemetery and was laid out as an 
addition to the original grounds. After re-locating the old road (now Vail Road) to 
its present location, the cemetery area was enclosed by a stone wall and fence. 

The old Righter house, nearby. was restored and put to use as living quarters for 
a full-time caretaker and superintendent. A greenhouse was built and the entire area 
was landscaped and laid out as a park. After the project was completed, Mr. Vail 
continued to supply the necessary funds for the upkeep of the cemetery and park. 

Upon Mr. Vail’s death in 1920, his will provided for a trust fund of $100,000 to 
supply income to be used in- maintaining the cemetery and facilities, The trustees of 
the church were charged with the handling of this trust fund and with maintaining 
the cemetery and grounds. The will also set forth specific limitations and instructions 
covering the maintenance and care of the cemetery, the Righter house and surround- 
ing grounds. 

For many years the cemetery has been operated by a cemetery committee appointed 
by the trustees of the church. Starting with Dr. Applegate, it has been the custom 
to have one member of the cemetery committee take an active day-to-day part in the 
operation of the cemetery. This includes supervision of the work of grounds main- 
tenance, burials, lot sales, installation of monuments, etc. The committee hires a 
full-time caretaker or superintendent who lives in the Righter house and does the 
actual work connected with the cemetery operation. 

In addition to the Vail Fund, there is another fund called the Cemetery Fund from 
which some income is derived for the care and maintenance of the cemetery. This 
fund was originally set up by individual lot owners to cover the cost of cutting the 
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grass on their plots once or twice a season. Later on, after the new part of the cemetery 
was opened, the proceedsf rom the sale of lots were added to the Cemetery Fund and 
the income from jt supplements the income received from the Vail Fund. 

When Mr. Vail died in 1920,, it was costing $6,000.00 annually to maintain the 
cemetery and grounds. This was approximately the amount received as income from 
both funds and sufficient income was available for operating costs until World War 
II. At this time, costs of operation began to rise sharply, and at the same time interest 
rates dropped with a resulting drop in income. During this period the cemetery oper- 
atedated with an ever-increasing deficit. Finally, it became necessary to curtail opera- 
tions drasticaly and it was during this period that it became impossible to maintain 
the cemetery and grounds in the original condition. For instance, the records show 
that grave openings before World War II were as low as $5.00 each, today we pay 
$50.00 each. Before World War II seasonal help in the summer was hired as low 
as $1.50 per day. 

During the past few years, the trustees working with the First National Iron Bank 
of Morristown, co-trustee of both funds, have been able to improve income somewhat. 
With this improvement in income it has been possible to broaden the operations of the 
cemetery proportionately. Specifically, during 1954 it was possible to have a number 
of dead trees removed from the cemetery grounds and to have a substantial number of 
trees trimmed that had been severely damagd by the hurricanes of recent years. It was 
also possible to have a sizeable area east of the cemetery wall cleared of brush and 
undergrowth. It is only possible to do a limited amount of this work each year, since 
the actual maintenance of the lawns and grounds must be taken care of first. It is 
hoped that conditions will continue to permit many other necessary reclamation and 
repair projects. 

Particular attention is called at this time to the urgent need for repair and pres- 
ervation of the old gravestones in the old part of the cemetery. Many of these stones 
date back to pre-revolutionary times and are deteriorating badly. The care of grave- 
stones is not included in the scope of the Cemetery Committee and would have to be 
undertaken by interested organizations or: individuals. 


Respectfully submitted 


JOHN B. CROWELL 
Executive in charge of Cemetery 


HONORARY DEACONS 


Jeanne Foulkes, Secretary 


The Board of Honorary Deacons js just one year old. It was formed on a trial basis 
last January for a year, to assist in visiting the sick. and calling on new families within 
the Parish. It also has taken care of the ushering in the Church. 

Since the budget had been accepted before the Board was organized, we held a 
Scrap Drive which netted $110.25 to carry on our activities. 

We had brochures printed to be given to families when we called. A picture of 
the Church is on the cover. It contains some high lights of our Church History, the 
Church Directory, and the aims and activities of all organizations of the Church. 

To assist in knowing new people, we placed a Guest Book for visitors to sign, to the 
right of the pulpit. We are appreciative of receiving names of people moving into 
the community from the “Welcome Wagon.” 
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Fifty-nine new families were visited and some of the older families whose attend- 
ance is irregular were called upon. An Emergency Committee was appointed to aid 
needy families. 

As the Parish is still expanding, it was unanimously decided at the Board’s last 
meeting that a recommendation be made for the continuance of a Board of Honorary 
Deacons. 

(Note—The first Deacon found recorded in our Church was Deacon Samuel Stiles, 
1779, ancestor of Mrs. H. D. Tunis. The Deacons in the Parish Church 1746, were 
Josiah Tuttle, and John Ball, ancestor of Mrs. W. O. Farrand.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Mrs, Leroy Skillman, Secretary 


The enrollment in our Sunday School nearly doubled in two years. The total now, 
is 356. The average attendance is 181. The beinners average 28° Primary 67, Juniors 
45, Junior High 24, High School 7 and Adult Bible Class 10. 

The Church School collections this year, totaled $1,077. 

The chairman of the Cradle Roll, Mrs. George Houlroyd, reports 92 on roll, an 
increase of 31 this year. Twenty-five are eligible for the Beginners, as they have 
passed their third birthday. 

Mrs. S. Farrand Howell, chairman of the Home Department, visits the members 
who are unable to attend church and delivers the quarterlies. There are 18 members. 

Mr. Raymond Foulks resigned as Superintendent in September. His resignation was 
accepted with regret. Mr. Foulkes served faithfully for ten years, and in recognition 
of his services, the teachers presented him with a Holy Bible, the Revised Standard 
Version. 

Mc. Russell B. Stauffer, Mr. Foulks’ assistant, was appointed Superintendent. 

Vacation Bible School held June and July was well attended. Several of the Junior 
Young Peoples’ Group assisted the teachers. 

The Children’s Day program in June was directed by Mr. Stauffer. Each Depart- 
ment shared in the program. 

Our Annual Picnic held June 19th at Tomahawk Lake was an enjoyable affair. 

On Rally Day, the Ist Sunday in October, attendance pins were presented. The 
Bibles which are given to the fourth grade pupils graduating from the Primary 
Department were presented later, as they did not arrive in time for Rally Day. The 
School received a generous donation from the Couples Club, which will be used for 
new equipment. 

The carol-singing for shut-ins on Christmas Eve was sponsored by the Men’s Bible 
Class, assisted by some members of the congregation. 

Due to the over-crowding in the Primary Department, their Christmas Party was 
omitted. The children received gifts of candy-filled stockings and Bible verse book 
marks, We have a pressing need for more space; the small quarters for the Children and 
teachers alike; reduce the over-all effectiveness of the course we teach. 

A new plan for Junior Church has been started. The school, except the Beginners, 
had a Church Service in the Sanctuary during the Sunday School hour. There was a 
regular worship service and Dr. Johnson preached a Children’s Sermon. The older 
scholars ushered and took the offering. A like service will be held at regular intervals. 

The Church School has given a new Pulpit Bible to the Church. It will be dedi- 
cated to the memory of Mr. Judd Condit, who served as Church School Superintendent 


for many years. 
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Sunpay ScHOOL TREASURER’s REPORT 


Gladys Steinert, Treasurer 


Balance on hand as of December 31, 1953 $276.52 
RECEIPTS 
Collections $1. 176.60 
Donation $1. Couples Club $160 161.00 
Home Dept. 24.00 
TOTAL RECEIPTS 1,361.60 
$1638.12 
DISSBURSEMENTS 
Lenten Relief $21.67 
Home & Foreign Missions National 
Council of Churches 21.38 
Insurance (Visual Aid Equip.) 7.50 
Supplies 716.66 
Picnic & Christmas Expense 60.99 
Bible School 28.32 
American Foundatoin for Oversees Blind 5.00 
Miscellaneous 5.00 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 866.52 
Balance on hand as of December 31, 1954 771.60 


Bible for Church Palpit 


JUNIOR YOUNG PEOPLES’ SOCIETY 


Mrs. Mortensen, Chairman 

During the last year the Society has grown. We have sixty in the Organization of 
the 6th, 7th and 8th grades, Avergae attendance is forty-five. 

The young people open meetings with a worship service and business meeting. 

The rest of the evening is spent as a social hour. They dance, play games, put on 
plays, give a dinner to their parents. During the year they attend Church as a group 
and help a needy family at Thanksgiving. 

The meetings are every Thursday from seven to nine. 


1954 MUSIC COMMITTEE REPORT 


Clare Boone, Chairman 


The committee held two general meetings during the year. 

At the fall meeting the possibility of a teenage choir was discussed, as some of the 
older members of the Junior Choir felt they were too old to be singing with the 
younger members. A teenage choir was started but soon disbanded as school activities 
interfered with rehearsals. 

At present we have twelve Junior Choir members and sixteen regular members of 
the Senior Choir. 

In 1954, through donations, we purchased forty-five new Hymnals. At present 
we have 179. 

The balance of $38.61 from our last musical was used as partial payment for 
dinner given to our Senior Choir members and their husbands and wives in apprecia- 
tion of the splendid work they have done and are still doing. 
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WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 1954 


Alethea DeKelleke, Secretary 


The Women’s Missionary Society is one of the oldest organizations in our Church. 
It was organized in the year 1816 and has continued its work through the years. 

Our membership is not large but during the past year we have welcomed a sub- 
stantial number of new members. Our meetings are held on the first Thursday of 
each month at the homes of members. Our dues are $1.00 each year and our funds 
are voluntary offerings of our members and gifts from friends. Also, our Lenten 
boxes bring in a goodly sum. This money is used entirely for benevolences. 

At Easter time and also at Christmas, we prepare gifts for the Home for Retarded 
Children at Totowa; also, gifts and jellies, etc., for the Belvidere Home. In answer to 
a plea from Helen Keller, we contributed to the work for Korean Blind, and with 
the proceeds of our combined meeting with the Young People, we sent a contribution 
to the Presbyterian Hospital in New Mexico. We also aided the summer Bible School 
and the Bonnie Brae Home. 

We have had several interesting speakers at our meetings during the past year. Mrs. 
Beatty, a member of the Board of National Missions, spoke of the mission work in the 
Southwest and Alaska, and at the October meeting, Mrs. Brockelbank gave an inter- 
esting talk on her summer’s work at the Ganado Mission in Arizona. At another meet- 
ing, Mrs. Judd Condit read an interesting paper on the “History of the Children’s 
Home.” This Home was closely connected with the Missionary Society in its early 
days. 

We hope to increase our efforts during the coming year, and we pray for God’s 
blessing on our work. 


Treasurer’s Report, Susan DeC. Condit 


RECEIPTS 
Balance January 1, 1954 $575.12 
Dues 17.00 
Contributions 139.25 
Lenten Boxes 65.99 
Sunday Night Collection 9.51 
Interest at Bank 4.85 
TOTAL 811.72 
DISSBURSEMENTS 
National Missions $50.00 
Foreign Missions 50.00 
Christian Education 10.00 
Opp. Gift to India 5.00 
Assessment to Con. Fund 3.60 
Nat. Mission, New Mexico 10.00 
One Great Hour Fund 10.00 
Vacation Bible School 10.00 
United Church Women 5.00 
Gideon Bible Society 5.00 
Am. Mission to Lepers, Inc. 5.00 
Overseas Blind, Inc. 10.06 
Caney Creek Center 10.00 
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Booneville Project 9.25 


Am Indian Ganada Mission 31.00 
Bonnie Brae Farm for Boys 5.00 
Crossnore Gift for Girls 14.00 
Speayer from Miss, Field 10.00 
Flowers, ‘Shut-In” mem. 5.00 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $275.85 


Special Balance $475.00 
Working Balance 78.87 
553.87 
$881.72 


THE WOMEN’S AUXILIARY 


The Women’s Auxiliary has been brought to a successful conclusion under the able 
guidance and leadership of our president, Mrs. C. Howell Bates, 

Ten meetings at the homes of members were held with an average attendance of 
32 members. The Executive Committee meets prior to each business meeting. Our 
membership totals 70 active members. All ladies of the Church are welcome to meet 
with us, and dues are still only 50 cents a year. The meeting hour has been changed 
to 1:30 P. M. to accommodate mothers, who may have to meet school buses. 

Our plans for the year included new shades in the Chapel, assisting with the re- 
ception following our Pastor’s installation in February, and the reception for new 
members in May. Our fund raising projects were the Annual Garden Party; food 
and apron sale, in June at the Benedict home; the Turkey Supper and Bazaar, both 
of which took place in November. Everyone worked diligently toward making these 
affairs successful. We made contributions as follows: $50.00 to the Presbyterian Home 
in Haddonfield, $25.00 to the American Foundation for the blind $25.00 to the 
Board of National Missions for wonder drugs to be used by our missionaries in the 
Southwest, $20.00 for a basket for a needy family in our community at Thanksgiving, 
and $600.00 to the Trustees for the new building fund. We contributed $75.00 
toward the new sign in front of our Church; to National and Foreign Missions, and 
Christian Education; to the Daily Vacation Bible School; toward the Christmas 
decorations in the Church, and we purchased additional kitchen equipment. 

Each year is brought to a delightful close by a Christmas Party at which Mrs. 
Johnson is our hostess. Her charm and gracojusness, and the entertainment which she 
provides makes these occasions festive. 


Mrs. Lester Spangenberg, Secretary 


Treasurer's Report, Mrs. George Cochran, Treas: 
January 1, 1954 to January 1, 1955 


Balance carried forward $ 755.39 
RECEIPTS 
Dues 32.00 
Envelopes 48.30 
Donations 29.50 


74 


Sale of Food 21.86 


Proceeds from June Garden Party 147.10 
Proceeds from Turkey Supper 153e51 
Proceeds from Bazaar and 
Dec. 4th Sale 615.42 
Additional proceeds 1953 bazaar 21.85 
Sale of Olson Rug material 9.95 
Refund from Kitchen Fund 102.34 
1,181.83 
1,937.22 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Flowers 55.00 
Stationery and supplies 36.20 
Parish Meeting (Refreshments) Zens 
Installation Reception 13.50 
New Members Reception 48.10 
For Church Sign 75.00 
Board of National Missions 
(Wonder Drug) 25.00 
American Foundation for Blind 25.00 
Haddonfield Home 50.00 
Building Fund 600.00 
Thanksgiving Baskets 20.00 
Christmas Decorations — Church 10.00 
Philgas 36,53 
Presbyterian Society—Pledges and Dues 30.80 
Dishes and Tablecloths 102.34 
Care of Palms 20.00 
Shades for Chapel 12257 
Transfer to Kitchen Fund 200.00 
Miscellaneous Expense 6.17 
1,478.46 
Balance in Bank 458.76* 
1,937.22 
Kitchen Fund (Savings Acct.) 
Balance carried forward $517.00 
RECEIPTS 
Transfer from Checking Acct. 200.00 
Interest 4.00 
204.00 
$721.00 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Purchase of Sugar and Creamers 2.44 Purchase of Tablecloths 26.40 
Purchase of Vegetable Dishes 45.00 102.34 
Purchase of Pitchers 28.50 Balance in Bank 618.66* 


721.00 
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Women’s Auxiliary Parsippany Presbyterian Church 


1955 


OFFICERS 


President. 2 > Mrs. George Houlroyd 


Ist Vice President 
Mrs. Lester Spangenherg 


2nd Vice President _..Mrs. Clarence Bates 
Recording Secretary....Mrs. Francis Kelly 
Treasurer ..................Mrs. George Cochrane 


COMMITTEES 


Anniversary Envelopes 
Mrs. C. J. Macellaro 
ATIC INS eee tee ate Mrs. C. Howell Bates 
Mrs. Gregor Ziemer 
Mrs. John Wright 
Building #2 Mrs. M. Kent Dixon 
Mrs. Fred W. LaHart 

Church World Service 
Mrs. Ralph Johnson 
Custodian of Silver __..Mrs. Ralph Johnson 
FIOWElS ee .... Miss Emily Smith 
Miss Mildred Callaway 
Mrs. M. Kent Dixon 
Home Mission... Mrs. F. N. Benedict 
Mrs. Fred W. LaHart 
Mrs. C. W. Smith 


HOSpitalit yar Mrs. Arthur Clifford 
Mrs. I. T. Francis 
Hitchen? 2 ee ee .Mrs. Walter Case 


Mrs. Fdmund Hintz 


Membership........... Mrs. J. T. Mitchell, Jr. 
Mrs. Walter Dusenbury 


Pre-Christmas Bazaar...Mrs. Sidney Mason 


Program... eee Mrs. Judd Condit 

Mrs. Lester Spangenberg 
Publicity = eee Mrs. Francis Kelly 
SUNShineres Mrs. Walter N. Van Fleet 
Trustee, Ald. ee Mrs. J. T. Mitchell, Jr. 


Mrs, C, Howell Bates 


PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 


Garden Party 
Anniversary Plates 
Pre-Christmas Bazaar 


Annual Parish Meeting 
January 14th, 1955 

Business—Church Officers 
Social—Women’s Auxiliary 
Congregational Reception for 

New Members of 1954-1955 

April 28th, 1955 
Social Chairman, Mrs. W. Henry Grimes 


GROUP LEADERS 


Mrs. William Farrand Mrs. Dudley Kimball 
Mrs. Edmund. Hintz Mrs. Arthur Moore 


Mrs. Herman Nauta 
Mrs. Russell Stauffer 


Mrs. F. N. Benedict 
Mrs. Richard Cook 


January 19th 


Hostess, Mrs. C. W. Smith 
Devotional Leader, Mrs. James E. Dutton 


February 16th 


Hostess, Miss Emily Smith 
Devotional Leader, Mrs. Walter MacMillan 
Program, Slides: Because Women Pray 


March 16th 


Hostess, Mrs. George Schaible 
Devotional Leader, Mrs. W. Henry Grimes 
Program, Home Gardens 


April 20th 
Hostess, Mrs, W. O. Farrand 
Devotional Leader, Mrs. Ralph Johnson 
Program, Mrs. C. Howell Bates 


May 18th 
Anniversary program in Church 
Hostesses: Mrs. Lloyd Baldwin 
Mrs. IF’. N. Benedict 
Mrs. Judd Condit 


June 15th 
Hostess, Mrs. Judd Condit 
Devotional Leader, Mrs. Harry Walker 
Program of Music 


June 29th 
Garden Party 


Hostess, Mrs. F. N. Benedict 

General Chairman, Mrs. Gregor Ziemer 

Committee, Mrs. Judd Condit, tickets: 
Mrs. M. Kent Dixon, table prizes; 
Mrs. Charles Vogt, door prizes 

Chairman, Food Sale, Mrs. Herman Nauta 

Chairman, Apron Sale, Mrs. Harold Tuttle 


September 21st 
Chapel, Covered Dish Luncheon 


-Chairman, Mrs. John Wright 


Devotional Leader, Mrs. F. N. Benedict 


October 19th 


- Hostess, Mrs. Fred W. LaHart 


Women’s Missionary Society Program 


November 16th 
Hostess, Mrs. Charles Vogt 
Devotional Leader, Mrs. M. Kent Dixon 
Program, Musie 


December 14th, Chapel 


Hostess, Mrs. Frederick Werner 
Program Chairman, Mrs. Gregor Ziemer 


MEETINGS 
Third Wednesdays at 1:30 P. M. 
except July and August 
Missionary Society, First ‘Thursdays 
October through May, at 2 P. M. 


THE YOUNG PEOPLES’ SOCIETY 


Barbara Rutledge, Secretary 


At our Meetings we studied the Code of Ethics and discussed problems such as 
cheating in school, teen-age freedom, and pleasures, 

At a dinner we gave the Elders, John Melchior, Gil Mortenson, and two outsiders 
led in a panel discussion. 

On Easter, April 18, we conducted a Sunrise Service on the Church grounds, and 
served a breakfast in the Chapel. There were two services in the Church at 9:00 A. M. 
and 11:00 o’clock. 

Sunday evening during Lent we had interesting Speakers—Madai Bagadada from 
Iraq, Inga Wolfsberg from Denmark, and Mr. Booth, Principal of Boonton High 
School. 

A picnic was held in Dr. Johnston’s back yard in June; each brought something 
different to eat. On December 18, we hada Roller Skating Party at Florham Park. 

We made fudge for the Bazaar, and donated the money, $11.95. to the Church. 

Our play was held December 18. It went over well; the cast was seven persons and 
a dog. Five members gave a pantomime, that was followed by a play given by the 
Twenty Plus Club. 

Several members attended the Westminster Fellowship meeting in Chatham. Each 
one had a commission to go to, and learned something. 

At our meetings, now we are studying the Five Commissions, Faith, Witness, Out- 
reach, Fellowship, and Citizenship. Each one is having a part. 


FINANCIAL REPORT 
James Melchior, Treasurer 


Cash on hand, June 13, 1954 $227.08 
Total Collections 7.15 
Income 234.23 
EXPENSES 
To Missionary Society $9.48 
Hay ride and Party 3.00 
Miscellaneous 3.00 
28.30 
Cash on hand, January 9. 1955 $205.93 


THE COUPLES CLUB 
Mrs, Arthur Clifford, Secretary. 


The Club is primarily a social organization of the church, however, some of its 
activities result in its financial aid. The Club took charge of the Church Refreshment 
Booth at the Morris County Fair. We were assisted by members of other Organiza- 
tions of the Church. The profit was divided. $425.00 was given to the Trustees and 
$160.00 to the Sunday School. 

A suscessful Merchandise Club was held in the Spring, and a second one is in 
progress. We also held a “White Elephant”’ sale. 

There is an active membership of twenty-five couples. Ten new couples were 
welcomed at the December monthly meeting. 

We have enjoyed a variety of programs this year, including two “Pot Luck” 


77 


suppers, the Movies, Guest Speakers, Dancing, Games, and a picnic. We held a 
Hallowe’en Party and a Theatre Party to see “Kismet.”? The Christmas Party was 
held at the Manse with Dr. and Mrs. Johnson. 

A Christmas food basket was given to a deserving family, | 

The Organization is open to couples who are interested in becoming better 
acquainted in our Church. 
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WHIPPANONG PARISH 


Presbyterianism in Parsippanong covers a period greater than two centuries. Ac- 
cording to the Memoirs of Rev. Jacob Green, it was about 1710 that a few families 
from Newark and Elizabethtown settled on the west side of the Passaic River, and 
along the Whippanong River. “They were probably drawn thither by the aboundance 
of iron ore in the area. They erected several forges in what is now Whippany, Troy 
(Troy Hills), and in Old Boone Town (the vicinity above and below the Jersey 
City Waterworks dam). 

These early settlers were originally from New England where every community 
was a religious area. and where church membership was a condition of citizenship. 

They brought their religion with them, and a desire for a place for public worship. 
“In 1718, September 2nd, a deed for a meeting house was given by Mr. John Richards, 
which is now at Washington’s Headquarters in Morristown.” An extract from the 
deed reads, “I, John Richards, of Whipponong in the County of Hunterdon, School- 
master, for and in consideration of the love I have for my Christian friends and 
neighbors in Whipponong, and for a desire to promote and advance the public interest, 
and especially for those who shall covenant and agree to erect a suitable meeting house 
for the public worship of God, do convey 3 and a half acres of land situate and being 
in the township of Whippanong in that part called Percipponong on the northwest 
side of the Whipponong River; only for public use and benefit for a meetig house, 
school house, burying ground and training field, and such like uses, and no other.” 

Rev. Nathaniel Hubble, a graduate of Yale, was the first Pastor of this Parish 
church 1718-1730. At this time the parish included the whole region of Percippon- 
ortg,, Hanover, Whippanong, Madison, Chatham, and Morristown. Parsippanong 
extended from the “northwest side of the Whippanong River to the Rockaway and 
Pissaic Rivers”; north to Old Boone Town; west to Rockaway and Succasunna; and 
south to Pine Brook. (which was then a part of Pequannock Township.) 

The early Parish Church “was a shingled Structure without a cupola or spire, and 
it had outside stairways up to the galleries.” It was located on the above 3 and a half 
acres in the Burying-ground, which is now the Cemetery in Whippany on Route 10. 
(See article, First Church in Parsippany 1755). 

Rev. John Nutman, a graduate of Yale, was the second pastor 1730-1745. The 
members from Morristown withdrew in 1735 and built their own church. Madison 
withdrew in 1747 and did likewise. The early church of 1718 on the Whippanong 
River was named “The Church of Hanover” in 1745; because Morris County had 
been set apart from Hunterdon County and named its three townships—Morris, 
Pequannock, and Hanover. The Church took the name of its Township, “Hanover.” 
(See article “Names of the Churches”.) 

Rev. Jacob Green was the third and last Pastor 1746-1755 in the Church on the 
Whippanong River. The two deacons of that church were John Ball and Joseph 
Tuttle. In 1747 they elected their first elders who were, John Ball, Joseph Tuttle, 
Ephraim Price, Joseph Kitchell, and Peter Beach. (See article, “The First Church 
in Parsippany”’.) 

In 1755 the Whippanong Parish was divided into the Hanover and the Parsippany 
Parishes. Rev. Jacob Green became pastor of both of these churches, the one built 
in the town of Hanover and the one built in Parsippany. Rev. Green lived in Han- 
over, a picture of his home is in our exhibit, and in this Booklet, page 18. 
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In reading the old church records, it is interesting to observe the Indian names: 
Whippanong means“The land of the Arrow”. Succasunna means “The Land of the 
Black Rock’, iron. (“It was given to those who would cart it away in the 18th 
century.”) Parsippany isspelled in many ways, in the Indenture of 1745 it is “Per- 
sipaning Brook”. Elsewhere we find Percipponong “Persippeny,” “Percipany,” 
“Persepenong,” “Persippenning,” “Percipining,” and “Parsepening.” 

The name “Parsippanong” is of the Indian and Dutch origin. Charles Philhower, 
an authority on Indian lore says it was first spelled “Parsiponong.” The Dutch in- 
serted “r’s” in Indian words as they were flat in pronunciation. “Pa,” signifies mo- 
tion, a creeping. “Sepo” is the Lenape word for river, and “Ong” or “nong” has a 
locative meaning. Consequently the meaning of “Parsippanong” is “ “The place 
where the river, or brook wnids or creeps through the valley.” 

Returning to Rev. Green’s Memoirs, we note—that, “Though the pioneers here 
in the 18th century left no records it is universally admitted, that the Bowlsbys and 
Baldwins were among the first settlers in this area.” 

There is a tradition that this community had a religious character from its begin- 
ning. It is said “The Indians who dwelt in this region early in the 18th century having 
learned of the religion of the white man in the “Pissiac Valley”, sent messengers | 
to them. Their entreaty was so persistent and earnest, that two Baldwin brothers 
returned here with the Indians to instruct the tribe in the Christian religion, and in 
the ways of civilized life. The Indians were responsive, and to do their part_ they gave 
the Baldwin brothers large tracts of land extending to the Rockaway River. The 
families named “Baldwin” continue to appear frequently through each generation 
of our church history. At present Richard Baldwin is a member of the Board of 
Trustees, other members of the Baldwin families are associated with the Church 
organizations. 

The Bowlbys too were large land owners of the township, and deeded portions of 
their lands for religious projects. Of this we are assured; George Bowlsby gave the 
deed for our cemetery property in 1745, and he was owner of a plantation, from 
which several acres were purchased in 1774 for our first parsonage. Mratin Bowlsby 
sold a portion of his property, the 70 acre farm (now Mr. Lloyd Baldwin’s) to the 
Trustees of our Church in 1834 for our second Parsonage. 

In every Christian community the Church with its ordinances and worship, is the 
central organization around which other high interests of society cluster; therefore its 
history is miportant. 

Today we pause to relate, or read_ the accomplishments of the faithful members 
of this Parish, who labored to maintain this house of God as a place of worship, and 
as a constant influence for Christian living in this community. — To all those who 
gave of themselves, and of their substance, “we honor their memory.” 

The work of the Church is not finished, and we must strive to carry out the pur- 
pose and ideals set forth in the past, and so increase the growth of His kingdom in 
our midst. “Be mindful of the Present.” 

On the altar of Faith, believe that each succeeding generation will serve this 
Church; and be so guided by the teachings of Christ in their living, that they will 
reflect the glory of Him Who said, “I am the Light of the world.” 
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Meditation 


I believe in the wondrous twinkling star, 
Which led diligent wise men from afar; 
I believe in the heavens and stars that be 
Which have guided men always who follow the sea. 


I believe in the tiny flower which grows, 

In the waving grain, and in the wind that blows; 
I believe in the tree so bare and so browned, 

But after a season in fruit will abound. 


I believe in the trust of a little child, 

And in a mother’s love, 80 gentle and mild; 

I believe in the faith of all mankind, 

And a yearing for Light in each soul, there find. 


I believe in the hopes and fears of men, 

In sorrows and in prayers from their hearts, and then 
I repeat the Creed, as I respond to duty, 

“I believe in God the Father, Almighty.” 


—Estelle T. Condit 
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